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Communications for next month's issue must reach the Editor not later than the 15th of this month. 


THIS FAMILY IDEA —IT 


The member of Тос H Madras who contributed to the December JOURNAL a delightful Тос H inter- 
pretation of the writings of an Indian sage now sends a sequel. His threat to continue the series has been 


welcomed by the Editor. The drawing which accompanies this article is by Miss Nancy Le May, of 
Madras, formerly of Croydon. 


TN a previous paper in the Toc H JOURNAL some reference was made to а 
A  Housce-Father of Long-Ago in India; further research, among the rock 
inscriptions at Mahabalipuram and the Tea Thousand Pithy Sayings of the 
Sage Narada, has revealed some particulars of the man, his mode of life, his work, 
and his doétrine. Originally I hazarded playfully that his pet name in that Family 
of Long-Ago might have been “ Skinny." The curious thing that now emerges 
from the Dust is that his real name was Ski, and his father’s name Ni; so that 
in the vernacular he would be designated Ski the son of Ni, or Ski-Ni, in tribal 
rock memorials and philosophic treatises by later writers. 

Ж ж ж ж 


The man and his age were of the rocks rocky. And if опе gazes to-day 
at the remains of their dwellings, their monolithic temples, and what remains 
of their literature in Sanskrit and Pali, one finds as usual that the Quite-new is 
always the Very-old. 


Ski-Ni is probably the recumbent stone figure roughly hewn inside the little 
gate of the South Shore Pagoda. If so, he was apparently a short, somewhat 
corpulent, figure; and had those grave-merry cyes and gentle features of the 
world-dreamer-fighter. Over his eyes he had large horn attachments (probably 
of Chinese origin), and his coarse robe on the left breast still has certain faint 
interesting symbols carved upon it, which no doubt were of deep mystic import. 
We hope to investigate these symbols later. 


His house was truly built upon a rock; for he lived in a curious old cave, 
still to be scen, partly underground, and yet finely situated on a little hill above 
a winding stream, for we are told by one biographer that “ де loved much the 
sound of running waters.’ Оп the summit of his hill was a natural cleft in the rocks 
which at all seasons was filled with a spring of clean,sweet water. He had a 
little garden below, in which he grew herbs, fruits, and a few simple flowers, 
tending them partly himself and also with the help of his human shadow, a man 
strangely called Pet-i-Phar, that is *' Helper-in-General.” 
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At the side of the well there is a slab of rock оп which the House-Fathep, 
honest, large footprint has worn a hold, lest in drawing water it should slip, 


Such was the Man, his Abode, and his Shadow. 
ж ж ж ж 


No conneéted record is available in any museum or library of the House- 
Father's life and do&rine, but from a bit here and a quotation there in ancient 
manuscripts, we can thread together enough to get some idea of the Man-That- 
Was and of Things-As-They-Were. 

Mostly, be it noted here, his work was done in the open air. It is recorded, 
for example, that one evening when a few poor fever-stricken villagers came 
and squatted neat his cave he taught them as one with authority. 

* Hear now the Hukum, my children,” he said. And he rose and picked up from 
the ground a bit of limestone, and then on a great rock he drew a white line, thus : 


Апа, as they were simple people, in his speech he used simple words. “ This 
line," he said, “is the everlasting sign of weakness; for it ever signifies less, 
and therefore loss. Ye are full of fever; hence ye lack health and strength ; 
hence ye suffer loss in mind, in body, and in the ploughing, sowing, and reaping 
of your rice fields.” 

The villagers nodded; for it was the season of cold rains, and many were 
sick with fevers and agues. 

He turned to the rock again and added two dots to the former linc, thus : 
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“ Here,” he said, “ ye see a second sign, which be a sign of two persons, or 
two things, kept apart by » minus sign, and thereby again weakness be caused. 
In your village by reason of faction, envy, hatred, and other like evils, ye be sadly 
divided, so that vexing civil suits be filed, crimes committed, and much false 
testimony be given on either side. Thereby ties of family be broken and homes 
made desolate, and hard-earned moneys pass from you into the pockets of over- 
rich men-of-law. Is it not even зо?” 

“Thou speakest truth,” said a Village Elder, who was at law with his father 
and two brothers. . . . 

Silence followed for a while; and the House-Father gazed steadfastly at the 
crimson setting sun, Still just visible above the distant foot-hills. . . . Again 
he took up his bit of limestone. 

* Dwell not gloomily upon weakness,” he said, “ lest weak thought beget weak 
action. Rather take courage to attack &outly every sign of minus and division, 
so that they be soon gone." 

With that he struck boldly at the rock, and with a strong down-stroke he made 
this figure appear instead : 

+ 


“ That is the sign of the eternal Plus," he said, “ which standeth four-square 
to all things, pointing upwards towards the heavens, and having four points like 


82 


А 
| / 
| 

ET са ees с>‏ 3 کس سا 


|. X4 WESS 


the compass-box of the Cclestials. Gone are both weakness and division in"the 
twinkling of an cye, and strength prevaileth instead. So must ye Strive in your- 
selves to obtain this mastery.” 

The villagers nodded sagcly. 

“ Lastly," said the House-Father, * when ye possess the Plus in yourselves, 
and find it to be a good thing, ye should seek to impart it widely among others.” 

* How to do like that ? ” queried an old beggar-woman. 

“Even thus, Mother," replied the House-Father, * by turning the Plus to 
the right.” 

And he wrote again upon the rock, so that two signs now stood written thus : 


A X 


* Atyol it is good,” said the beggar-woman ; and she started to weep very 
softly. 

* Wherefore, dear fellow-seekers and finders of the Plus," said the House- 
Father, “ go ye home and multiply strength of mind, and of body and of spirit, 
so that in the village from henceforth a new heart prevail among you." 

He paused. And the sun went down in a blaze of radiating glory. 

“ Sir, tell us more of these things,” said a young villager presently. 

“ This much for one talk sufficeth,” said the House-Father. 

Then he raised his right hand, and said softly the words of peace—- 

“In the Plus ts perfect Peace. Wherefore, Peace be unto you, and yours, 
this night, and alway.” 
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After a scanty evening meal of rags, that night in the moonlight the old beggar. 
woman climbed painfully up that hill again. With her went her son, a stone. 
cutter. 

Together, with a blunt nail and a rude mallet, they cut deeply into the House. 
Father's rock these two signs : 


+ X 


They are still there to-day. 
CB E 


OF BOOKS THERE IS NO END 


I—Tavitation to the Library 


i5 upon a time a red-faced gentleman in a check cap and striped muffler 
found himself sitting next to a pale gentleman with a large black felt hat 
and a larger, blacker tie, in the Tube. Being by nature of a friendly and gregarious 
disposition, he glanced over the other's shoulder to see what the book in which he 
was so deeply immersed might be about. The first sentence that caught his eye 
ran as follows : 

“ The Ego or egoity expresses the individualistic embodiment of the metaphysical, ethica 

and sociological singularity, both absolutely and ultimately, of a microcosmic unity." 

“ Blimey,” he muttered, “nah that's something Z£e "ighbrah, if yer like. I 
fair beats me "ah they does it, it do." 

With which refle&ion he returned to the computation of certain mathematica. 
ratios in which the relative velocity of different quadrupeds played a prominent 
part. 

Some minutes later, his neighbour, who was also a kindly soul in spite of hi: 
metaphysics (though rather absent-minded at times), allowed his сус to wande: 
towards the red-faced gentleman's newspaper, where he read the following 
sentence : 

“The Tigers, pressing strongly, soon attacked the home citadel, and after 55 minute 
their pivot, following a break-away,dribbled the leather past the Town defenders, anc 
beating the custodian, propelled the spheroid between the uprights.” 


“ H'm, some quaint old folk custom," he meditated, “ how will all the philose 
phies help me to understand this man whose idlest amusement is so far above m- 
as to be quite unintelligible ? " 

So saying, he got out at the next station and purchased the complete work 
of Edgar Wallace. 

And the moral of that, as the Duchess might have said to Alice, is that ur- 
familiarity breeds ісзрей. 

In other words, this fearsome term of “ highbrow,” if it has any real meaninm 
at all, merely signifies something with which we are not very very familia. 
For example, I may call a piece of sculpture by Mr. Epstein highbrow, because 
have not taken the trouble to find out the sculptor’s point of view, his obje 
or his principles. But, on the other hand, Mr. Epstein may justifiably retalia 
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by labelling my three-valve wireless бес “ highbrow,” because what is apparently 
a meaningless jumble of wires and coils and bulbs conveys nothing to him at all. 


With a little study, both of us would find that there was more in the other thing 
than appeared at first sight. 


To apply the word highbrow to something, then, is to acknowledge our own 
slackness in not trying to discover what it is all about. 


When we stray into the looking-glass world that is called literature, we find 
this out very soon. Іп the first place, there is one particular set of books, mostly 
modern, which is commonly known as “ highbrow.” In them, authors have 
tried new experiments in expressing themsclves through print in an attempt 
to make a more vivid impression on the reader, or to convey the idea of thoughts 
and feelings more distinétly. Admittedly, these are not for everyone’s digestion. 
Many lay a hard task on the reader and demand his whole-hearted co-operation. 
It is not everybody who can find pleasure in Virginia Woolf, for example, and 
most of those who do, enjoy her writing only by perseverance and hard thinking. 
Her books are an acquired taste, like oysters or (if you hold the other view) like 
drug-taking. For the time being, we do not need to worry about them at all. 

There is another class, however, far larger in numbers and vastly more impor- 
tant, of books which bear another name that has come to be used in much the 
same vague and rather reproachful sensc—that of The Classics. 

The man who first used this word did more harm to the ordinary reader's 
appreciation of books than a thousand cinemas or a million gramophones. 
People shy away from it as though the phrase were a red flag blocking the road : 
“Stop! Boredom this way!” And nearly all of us unconsciously regard the 
mysterious process by which a book becomes a classic in much the same way 
as we think (equally wrongly, of course) of the canonisation of a saint. By decree 
of a high majestic body, some unusually good, but otherwise ordinary man, now 
long dead, has a certain ceremony performed over him and is allotted one day in 
the year to himself. ‘Thereafter he is suddenly cut off from the world entirely, 
and we see him very far off, very cold and inhuman, robed in white, somebody 
that it is inconceivable should ever have eaten and drunk and laughed with 
friends. Similarly with books. An unusually good, but otherwise ordinary, 
book is dubbed * classic." Ву this formula it 1s immediately divorced from real 
life and human interest, to be bound in leather and promoted to the rarefied 
atmosphere of the top shelf of the glass-fronted bookshelf in the drawing-room. 

This is most unfair to any book, whose most horrible fate is to be bound in 
red morocco for a wedding present. And it is especially unfair to the Classics, 
whose only fault is that they are better written and more alive than most of the 
others. This is not a condemnation of popular books, but a plea for equal 
footing. One must read books of day-to-day life and progress, too, if one ts to 
keep up with modern ideas. But they present only one side of the pittire. 

Let us try to get away from the old “ favourite author ” tradition, from always 
reading the same kind of novels by the same people. In the matter of reading, 
as in other things, one man’s meat is another man’s poison, but then meat in too 
large quantities causes indigestion and a little poison from time to time a&s 
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as a healthy tonic. | Books help each other. In a curious way, you will find that 
Bernard Shaw makes you sec funnier things in P. С. Wodchouse than you had 
noticed before, and, in their turn, Jeeves and Ukridge will help you to appreciate 
better what G. B. S. is driving at. Tryto get variety in your reading. ‘There is 
something there for everybody. 

Take a few incidents at random in English literature. Do you read John 
Buchan in bed? Then try Kingsley's Westward Ho! and tramp through the 
tropical forests of Brazil with a handful of Elizabethan pirates, in search of 
the El Dorado. You will come upon one of the most terrible passages you 
have read. Amyas Leigh is piloting his ship by night through a great storm 
of thunder and rain off the rocks ofthe Cornish coast. There isa sudden jagged 
flash that splits the whole sky ; then darkness and silence. When һе comes to the 
Storm is over, but the headland, past which the ship was battling hours before, 
is Still before his eyes. He shouts to the men іп anger. Then, with a growing 
horror, we realise that he is blind. But he, for a while, does not... . 

You prefer adventure, alarms and excursions? There is the urgent clatter 
of galloping hoofs that comes thundering through the chapters of Carlyle’s 
French Revolution, as а coach goes jolting and rattling through the night to carry 
Marie Antoinette across France, every second a few yards further trom the 
guillotine. Some of the book is heavy and dull, often the style is crude, but here, ат 
least, one feels the thrill of the fugitive, the straining for the sound of pursuit, 
the lashing of the horses to breakneck speed, the whole panic atmosphere of 
flight. 

One could multiply instances indefinitely. For those who enjoy the gentle 
humour of Evoe in Panch, there is Lamb and his roast pig. For those who prefer 
satire, demure Jane Austen and Fielding with his tongue in his check. If it 
is a love story, what better than Loria Doone, for example 2 

Here is just a last instance, pure description this time. The indefinable charm 
of a summer morning is caught in a score of words, as few pocts of past or present 
have caught it, in this verse from the greatest Classic of all :— 

“|... As the light of the morning, when the sun riscth, even a morning without 
clouds: as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.” 

One can almost smell the damp earth in the words. 

But the purpose of this series of hints is not to pick out paragraphs, nor even 
to pick out books. Мо article can do that ; we must cach make favourites for 
ourselves by long browsing in the wide fields of fiction and biography and 
satire and humour and travel, chewing old hay and young grass alternately. 
Each essay is like a signpost pointing down a great highway, which bears only 
the name of the nearest village. 

You must do your own tramping. R.G. C. S. 


Тос H Working Boys’ Camp, New Barnet 


Freddie Domone has handed over the charge of the Camp on the Sports Ground at New Barnet, 
used by about 1,100 people last year, to H. M. Kinsley, 43, Northolme Road, N.5. The 
season commences at Easter, and Kinsley will be glad to book up parties for week-ends. 
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THE STRANGER WITHIN THE GATES 


The following note on an Elizabethan “ Toc Н job " is contributed—with the drawing 
which accompanies it—by a London Toc Н member. 


Y no means the least interesting of the historic buildings of the City of 
Rochester is the stone-fronted almshouse in the High Street, founded 
in the golden reign of Elizabeth. This charitable hostelry has won 
world-wide fame through Charles Dickens’ The Seven Poor Travellers. The 
inscription carved over the door runs as 
follows :— 


RICHARD WATTS, ESQUIRE 


By urs WILL DATED 22ND AUGUST, 1579 
FOUNDED THIS CHARITY 
FOR Six Poor TRAVELLERS 
WHO, NOT BEING ROGUES OR PROCTORS, 
MAY RECEIVE GRATIS FOR ONE NIGHT 
LODGING, ENTERTAINMENT 
AND FoURPENCE EACH. 


The history of Richard Watts that has come 
down to us is very scanty. It is known for 
certain that he was one of Rochester's pro- 
minent merchants and a purvcyor to the Royal 
Navy, paymaster to the Wardens of the City 
Bridge, and Recorder of Rochester, which he 
represented in Parliament from 1563-1571. Іп 
1560 Queen Elizabeth appointed him to be Clerk 
of Works for the building of Upnor Castle, and іп 1573 he entertained Her 
Majesty on the last day of her visit to his city. Не died at his house on Boley 
Hill in 1579 and was buried in Rochester Cathedral on the south side of the 
choir Steps. 


Richard Watts’ will was proved in the Bishop of Rochester's Court in 1580, 
and, though worn and partly illegible, is still in existence. Іп it he makes pro- 
vision for the sustentation by the Mayor and Citizens of ап Almshouse “ to 
contain therein VI good Matrices or Flockbeds and other good and sufficient 
furniture to harbor or lodge in Poor Travellers or Wayfarng Men being no 
common Rooges nor Proéters and they the said Wayfaring Men to harbor or 
lodge therein no longer than one night unless sickness be the further cause 
thercof . . ." In 1672 certain points in the will were cleared of doubt by the 
Court of Chancery, and in 1835 the same Court approved a revised scheme for 
the management of the Charity. The reason given for Watts’ exclusion of 
* Proctozs ” from the benefits of his charity is that, when he fell very ill on a 
visit abroad and employed a Proctor to make his will, he found, on his unexpected 
recovery, that the rascal had drawn the will to his own advantage and with the 
intention of thwarting the testator's charitable intentions. Ап additional reason 
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for his detestation of “ Proéters " may have been that these men in Elizabethan 
days were itinerant priests who had a dispensation from the Pope to absolve 
the Queen's subjects from their lawful allegiance. 

The House, which may be seen on any weekday between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
on application to the Master, contains various objects of interest—rare silver 
cups belonging to the Foundation, the books containing the signatures of the 
Wayfarers and the Visitors Book proper with many famous names—among 
them the signature of Charles Dickens in May, 1854, when he is supposed to 
have spent a night in the House. 

The “ Six Poor Travellers’ or “ Wayfaring Men” are admitted at 6 every 
evening, after being chosen by the Warden. It is ruled that they shall leave 
by то o’clock next morning. At 7 p.m. a supper is ptovided, consisting of 
boiled meat, 1 lb. of bread and a pint of coffee. The dining-room is in a com- 
paratively modern part of the building, where, after supper, the men can read, 
write or do small repairs to their clothing. The bedrooms are Elizabethan 
buildings, each containing a heavy iron bedstead of unusual design. There 
are three of these on the ground floor and three, reached by an outer gallery, 
above them. For about 350 years every night six poor travellers have found 
comprehensive hospitality provided in what must surely be a unique foundation. 
Their host must have been a fine type of Englishman and a worthy citizen of 
Elizabethan Rochester. 


2 


E. T. MorpnaAM. 


THE BOTTOM DOG 


On the Other Side. . . . By John Newsom. With a Preface by Mrs. Cecil Chesterton. Basil 
Blackwell, Oxford, 1930. 25. Gd. 

John Newsom, who is a member of Toc H, has in this quite short book produced some 
stuff which must constitute an immense and searching challenge to anyone who is complacent 
about the life of the under-dog in our great cities. Не deals with phases of life about which few, 
ifany, of us know much—the life of the most destitute and needy men and women. Newsom 
has himself lived with them without the covering badge of any sort of society or institution, 
and has shared their life. This book is a record of these experiences. It is not a book which 
you can “enjoy ” for it deals with things which are fundamentally tragedy ; but it is a book 
which causes you to be thankful that here these things are being made known to the public at 
large. It has humour (as in “ The Trials of an M.C."), and hope portrayed at work constructively 
(as in “Тһе Webbe ”), and it is quite free from sentimental appeals. None the less it is a moving 
book, moving to action rather than pity. “ Му Houschold"' and “ Death comes to ош 
Street 7 are two tremendous challenges. 

Newsom expressly refrains from suggesting remedies ; no one who remembers Mr. Nipling’s 
Paget М.Р. will doubt the wisdom of this. But he does not leave the matter in the air. He 
leaves us with a clear incentive to one of the * next tasks " of Toc Н, to get the problem of 
the down-and-out away from the atmosphere of theory and to lend our aid in doing things (as 
with Brother Douglas’ * Flowers Farm ?), where talk will be surrendered to action. It is a 
book, indeed, which every member of Toc H should buy and read. Possible purchasers must 

not be deterred by the rather sentimental picture on the dust cover. ER 
R. C. T. 


88 


MARCH SUNSHINE PLATE IX 


—————— лс —— 


a HE year has changed his mantle cold 
Of wind, of rain, of bitter air у | 
And he goes clad in cloth of gold, 
Of laughing suns and season fair ; | 
No bird or beast of mood or wold | 
But doth with cry or song declare | 
The year lays down his mantle cold. 
AM founts, all rivers, seaward rolled, 
The pleasant summer livery wear, 
With silver Studs on brotdered vair ; 
The world puts off its raiment old, 
The year lays down his mantle cold. 


CHARLES D'ORLEANS ( 1391—1465) 
Tr. Andrew Lang. 
Copyright Photograph by W. W. Perkins (Ilford Branch). 


PLATE Х 


Photo by Bassano 


“LUDO” 


нин а 
TUDO 


The membership of Toc Ы grows and changes so quickly that there is now a whole generation among us 
which knew not“ Ludo,” although this month (March 9) marks but the second anniversary of his passing 
over to the Elder Brethren. A two-page In Memoriam notice in the April JOURNAL, 1928, gave the 
main ай of the life of Sir Ludovic Charles Porter, K.C.S.1 . К.СІ.Е., but Tubby now feels that more 
сап be said of those Гай months of Ludo’s life which were such a shining example of tbe job of Toc H“ To 
Change Chaps.” What follows is reprinted from The Query (of Eton, Ludo’s old school), by the kind 
permission of the editor. The portrait of Ludo bas appeared in the JOURNAL of Angust, 1928, where it 
accompanied some notes made by Ludo himself on bis first Тос Н tour with Tubby. 

XA/HAT follows is a first attempt to sketch the story of “ Ludo's ” coming 

YY amongst us. Apart from а deep and measured tribute from his old 
friend Sir Harcourt Butler, delivered at те unveiling of a Memorial 
Window, the life and work of Sir Ludovic Charles Porter has escaped long 
record. I wrote a guarded obituary in the Times, and some other hand, unknown 
to me, added more details of the change in him than I then thought advisable. 
1 have not thought it any longer necessary to veil the faéts or names ; nor to 
indulge in any precious writing. 

Since those three merchants came to Akbar's court, bearing the greetings of 
Elizabeth, the Englishman in India has played many parts. Теп miles down 
Thames from the Tower there stands in gaunt and unromantic dilapidation, the 
Blackwall Hotcl, from which a forest of masts once spread canvas ria the Cape, 
or latterly by Suez. A few doors off from All Hallows, deep in the strong rooms 
of Christ's Hospital offices, rest records which would tell of hundreds who became 
throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuriés Writers to the old John 
Company. He who reads the early life of Clive will not forget the curious con- 
ditions whereby a junior clerk of twenty-two once laid aside his ledger in Madras 
to keep the Star of India in the Crown of England. 

Pass by a hundred years, and the stream still goes on, now normalised and 
lacking opportunity. When Ludo first went out, he was (he told me) almost 
unaware that commerce sent its thousands where the Army and the Civil Service 
were the only careers in India known to the Europeans of his caste. During 
the thirty-one years that followed, in which his gifts as an administrator, his 
brilliance as a linguist, his wit and waywardness, his charm and debonair deport- 
ment, gavc him a field of friendship coveted by many but achieved by few, be 
viewed this problem of the less highly-placed European, with no foreknowledge 
that it would become a cause to which he himself would be called. Retiring 
early, with almost every honour, he lapsed into idleness which took him to and 
fro in London Clubland. He had a great distaste for coarseness or unseemli- 
ness; but, like many men without achieved convictions, had allowed aimlessness 
and idleness to claim him for their own. 

Early in July, 1927, one old friend, watching with discontent this process 
of ineptitude, challenged him after lunch at the club to go to Church next Sunday. 
Ludo loved bets; and since a bet was offered he must needs accept it, and in- 
vestigate later the conditions laid down. The kind of Church was next debated ; 
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and, with a list before them, these two old India friends decided that for the 
purpose of fulfilment a City Church, however sparsely occupied, would count, 
and that a Sunday Evening Service was an adequate adventure. The following 
Sunday, Ludo left his flat and found his way, for the first time since child- 
hood, to Mark Lane station on the Underground. Не crossed the road and 
crept into the doorway of his errand. Ап hour later he was shaking hands 
upon his re-emergence, and as he did so pulled a catd out of his waistcoat pocket 
and gave it to the parson. Мо thought on either side was then exchanged, 
but he himself asked when he might come to lunch. Тһе parson, still shaking 
hands with others, suggested Tuesday—for the wise parson knows that Monday 
lunch will always bring reaction, both to him and to any who have heeded him. 
Whereas by Tuesday each has had time to react from the reaction, and to gather 
up the fragments. 

On Tuesday, therefore, Ludo came to lunch. Pulpit and pew sat side by 
side within the ancient hall of the Bakers’ Company. But pulpit was ға? 
and overtaxed ; and pew, who had no care in all the world except to tind the 
way of wasting time till dinner, decided to probe further into a parson's per- 
plexities. After an hour, they readjourned to a Porch Room apparently over- 
stocked with people waiting to be dealt with. Among the rest there came a 
man from India, aged about thirty, carrying a note of introduction from a senior 
member whose name was known to Ludo. The parson, opening the letter 
and seeing the headed address read no further, but gave it, with the man to be 
interviewed, to his guest. Ludo read оп, and found a set of circumstances that 
roused much thought. This was no put-up job, no clerical device whereby his 
smouldering sense of uselessness might be fanned into a flame of ardour. The 
thing had simply happened. Неге was something quite acute and agonising 
affecting two English lives—a career thwarted by a folly, a crookedness almost 
meriting imprisonment; yet the man had no thought of self in doing what he 
did. То say this case took all the afcernoon would Бе an understatement. It 
took six months of Ludo's subtlest handling, and is not quite completed even now. 

But other problems pressed as urgently. The Porch Room filled and emptied 
and refilled. Ludo stayed on to tea, and then stayed on for supper; stayed оп 
into the night, just working alongside, seeing all sorts, putting in this wise word 
and that, bringing his worldly knowledge and experience to bear in a new way. 
He was learning the truth of the old saying that the best cure for the blues is to 
go right out and help someone else. 

At two o'clock in the morning, he left me to find а cab. Не found one at 
Fenchurch Street, and then drove back to Tower Hill and clambered up the six 
long flights of stairs, and put his head half round the door, and said with infinite 
aloofness: “ І suppose you have Communion sometimes here ? ” 

** Yes, we do, sometimes,” I replied, “іп five hours’ time from now, to be 
exact." 

“ Then may I come ? ” he said, “I have not been for twenty-six years.” 

I muttered something, falling back as Englishmen do when pressed upon a 
proverb; only my proverb was what Bunyan calls the blessed sixth of John. 
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Next morning Ludo came—in fact, I doubt if he went home at all. I only saw 
him kneeling; and he knelt on and on after the Peace was said. Ву and by 
he came into breakfast, and from that hour signed on. 

And from that day he lived with me and worked with me, and laughed and 
played and stood chaff from old friends; and laid his schemes for reinforcing 
Toc H in India, by inducing the London offices which sent the men out on duty 
to let the outward-bound be referred to him. Then began his daily interviews 
with senior and with junior men. Тһе senior men he knew for the most part, 
or they knew him by reputation ; and found in him a man most highly capable 
of wit, and now of earnestness as well. Strangers he won are allies to this day. 
As for the junior men, it is enough to trace the records of four only going East 
together. None knew Toc H beforehand ; but each is now a leader in the work 
in one or other place in India. All date their decisions from their talks with him. 

How many pages would be needed to tell of Ludo's dealings with Toc Н at 
home! Never was man more humble or considerate ; more thoughtful of the 
least, more quaintly popular in unexpected quarters. Не revelled in this huge 
miscellany of new and most unusual friendships; yet kept his old friends too, 
and stood their fire with self-abasing humour, and strove to bring them in. 
Scarce able to recognise himsclf, yet happy as never before, he laid in eight months 
only the foundations of the whole work now performed by a body of six Overseas 
Commissioners in connection with Toc Н. Не stumbled on a truth of much sig- 
nificance to the causes of good within and beyond the Empire. As the minutest 
particle of radium emits its rays without cessation, so this small land flings to 
the farthest corners of the carth illuminating characters. То Ludo’s apt arrange- 
ment, the outward-bound will be increasingly indebted as the system of intro- 
duction and commendation which he first set up is steadily pursued and perfected. 
“ The greatest danger to the Englishman stationed in a far country is the utter 
loss of the traditions of home life. The tendency thus created is to adopt lower 
standards, and to sink into a purcly materia] view of life. Their chief asset is a 
relatively high standard of honesty and honour. Contaét with all that will assist 
home traditions is almost essential to character." (Aconcagua, by Sir Martin 
Conway.) 

The rest is briefly told. In March, 1928, Ludo posted off to Stratford-on- 
Avon to see a much-wounded man. He stayed with friends, and—against 
do&or's orders—spoke at a petty local election. Two strokes came swiftly, 
and I found him dying; but able none the less to guide me to his diary which 
contained within the flap a precious thumbnail photograph he had borrowed, 
of the sole Foundation Member of Talbot House, Poperinghe, surviving in 
Tasmania! This done, he said “ Amen” and only lingered for That which, 
after an interval of twenty-six years, had again become most precious. 

Padre Molyneux, who, as a stretcher-bearer of the Cheshire Regiment, came to 
know and love the Old House in Flanders and has lived for Toc H through 
fifteen years, watched by Ludo’s bedside indefatigably until he passed over. 

ж ж ж ж 


Му tiny room swings high above the many changing moods of Tower Hill. 
9I 


Му writing table faces outward, over against the Byward Bastion. My bed. 
a little more withdrawn—sces only the Turrets of the White Tower. Beyond 
my bed are books ; and among these, a Rupert Brooke. Open it at the title page 
and you will find the donor referring me in a clear Cambridge hand to page It, 
the sonnet to a younger friend rejoining him some day beyond the Styx. 1 do 
not think—indeed, І have reason to deny—that Ludo chose this sonnet for its 
pagan sentiment. 


TUBBY. 


TOC H AND ORGANISED RELIGION 


The following inportant memorandum has been circulated to all Area officers, and is bere printed 
for the information of the membership as a whole. 


EZ main Resolution makes it abundantly clear that Toc H is essentially a Spiritual Move- 
ment and has a definitely Christian basis. Its supreme aim is to illustrate anew in the simplest 
way the Christianity of the Gospels applied to the ordinary relationships and activities of the 
workaday world. For this reason each Group and Branch has its officially appointed Padre ; 
but Toc Н is not a new Sect, nor does it compete with the Churches, Rather it is their ally, 
witnessing humbly and steadfastly to the fa& that every day of the week is the Lord's day, 
and that His Will and Law must invade and consecrate every department of life. 

i, It is the desire of Toc H to encourage its members to worship on Sundays in their own 
Churches, and to take their rightful place іп the larger fellowship of Church life, 

It is therefore contrary to the declared policy of Toc H to arrange any service on Sunday 
for Toc H members only, whether such services are held in Toc H chapels or in ordinary 
places of worship; or to do anything which will have the cffeét of withdrawing members 
from the ordinary life of the church to which they belong. 

To emphasise this principle as primary, it may be well to recall that the Chapel of 
Mark I was always kept shut on Sundays. 

It is also contrary to the policy of Toc H to introduce the Ceremony of Light into the 
ordinary Sunday services of the Church. ‘The objections to this mixture arc manifest, and 
the dangers of it manifold, 

ii. It is equally the deep concern of Toc Н to promote a revival of weck-day religion, and for 
that reason the holding of Birthday Thanksgiving services, Re-dedications and denominational 
corporate Communions on week-days is deliberately encouraged. Ascension Day and All 
Saints’ Day, in particular, have come to be recognised as special occasions for denominational 
corporate Communions by Toc H members. In many Branches and in all Тос H chapels the 
custom of а regular celebration of Holy Communion on a week-day morning is to be 
encouraged. 

Provided that participation in such services is not regarded by members as being а 
substitute for the taking of Communion in their own Churches. 

This is to be particularly borne in mind in the case of Free Churchmen, of whom many 
only communicate once a month or at even less frequent intervals. 

In short, Toc Н agrees with Dr. Samuel Johnson that “ To be of no Church is dangerous." 
But since so many men prefer to run that danger, Тос Н refuses to provide a lesser substitute 
for their loyalty. It must not lead them away. It will not lead them nowhere. It longs to 
lead them to the Christ, who has not left His Church. 

P. B. CLAYTON, Founder Padre. 
Par LEONARD, Adwminifrative Padre. 
О. S. WATKINS, Joint Administrative Padre. 
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A WHITE MIST CRER ОСТИ 


I night I was in that Ancient House in Hertfordshire which, a year ago, 
was saved from the house-breakers by a gracious Scottish lady and given 
over to the permanent stewardship of Toc H.* ; 

With me were three young men who had come to begin the re-decoration of 
one of the seventeenth-century rooms, beautiful with its oaken timbers. The 
plastered walls, age-softened in places, were covered with three layers of wall- 
paper. We worked carefully. | discovered newsprint under my third layer; 
a line or two of verse came to light; then the title, “ The New Nurse.” With 
a penknife I scraped off piece by picce. Then T discovered the signature— 
“ Touchstone.” 

“АП” I exclaimed. 

The three young men left their work and stood beside me. 

* This is the /24/7у Mei!” [told them. They doubted me. Doggedly I picked 
off tiny portions. Another line of type—a headline-—“ An Airman’s Feeling : 
‘Always Frightened ; Never Afraid.’ ” x 

“ The ау Mail in war time," [said. “ You shall sec the theatre-land of war- 
time. Yes, here it is. ° Vaudeville ’—what’s that ? Yes. Cheep ; * Alhambra '— 
The Bing Boys om Broadway; * Oxford '—The Better... What's this? Yes. 
The Better “Ole.” 


“What about the date?” queried one. 


Ah! Yes. “the date. Thats importamt. The Better ‘Ole. No doubt about 
being war time. Hello! A Spring Sounds familiar. Getting nearer to 
dating it, Spring! That would be March, or maybe April. Was it spring, 715, 


on Salisbury Plain, fretting to “ go ош”? Or 716, raiding the Boche from the 
Carnoy trenches and preparing for the Somme offensive, with Montauban “ just 
over there”? Or was it °17, with “The Bing Boys " in front of Arras? Or was 
it ’718—March, 182 Carclul now. Ah! A Spring Diary. °“ A white mist ——" ” 

** A white mist’! T know this," I told those young men. “ This Zr war time. 
There was a mist one March of the war—a queer mist. . . ." 

Gently working now, with something akin to reverence in each flick of the pen- 
knife as it removed fresh fragments of wall-paper, I went again down the long, 
long trail From Aldershot to Zillebeke, from Salisbury Plain to Hooge ; back to 
the Somme country, back to friends I knew. 

* 1918," someone murmured, It was. “ Неге is 20. And March, too.” 
March 200, 19181 And it was a Wednesday. What did it matter that another 
headline told of “ Spain and the Huns,” that the leading article was headed 
“ The Shipbuilding Collapse," aud said * Sir Eric Geddes will state in Parliament 
to-day the amount of tonnage destroyed by submarines ""? 

* How old were you in March, 1918 2” I asked the three young men. 

“Ten,” replied the first; “ Eight," the second; and 2 Mev, еи 

“It was 2 long time ago—that March,” I found myself breathing. “ You have 
grown older since then. Апа so have I. Match zoth. Just touch and go; the 
day after— backs to the wall ’—March arst; grey hordes, sweeping out of a 


* Sce An Ancient House that came to stay, April JOURNAL, 1929, p. 128. 
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mist that kept а man’s vision down to twenty yards—Tom, Charlic—grey coats 
working round them through the mist; guns, horses ; dead men—erey coats— 
grey coats. Amiens to be saved— mist —England—-yes, maybe England, too, 
Ah, well!” 

I turned back to A Spring Diary. After twenty minutes with the pen-knife, 
I could read the whole of the first sentence: “ 4 white mist level as a wall crept out 
lasi night under the ringed moon like an inundation, and filled the valley with its clammy 
chill? 

March 2oth. March 21%. 

For half an hour I worked, with my watchers strangely silent. They thought 
me mad, without a doubt. Maybe I was. But I discovered the whole of the next 
sentence : “ This morning you walk across the rolling breadth of it to sunlit treetops and 
upland green." 

І said “ Good-night ” to the timbers of that Ancient House, to those three 
young men, and to other Young Men I had known twelve years ago—who 
went through the mist of a March morning. Апа to them I whispered, “ * You 
shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. For You there is no clammy 
chill in the valley. * You walk across the rolling breadth of it to sunlit tree-tops 
and upland green." ” 

I passed out, into the moonlight. And the Young Men kept me company. 

ZED. 


SKITTLES AND PANCAKES 
The Bowling Alley 


"UK HE season of Lent is traditionally associated with the cessation of “ beer and skittles” 

Á апа prefaced by an orgy of pancake eating. Тос Н in London contrived to confuse 
the symbolism of these things on Shrove Tuesday (March 4). In the morning they added 
greatly to the facilities for skittles and in the evening they rendered a pancake quite uncatable, 
In the luncheon hour great activity was centred in the underground parts of Talbot House, 
42, Trinity Square. The long, low, white-washed vault, once dedicated to beer (or more. 
probably port) was now formally opened for skittles. Through yet another aét of imagina- 
tive generosity by Lord Wakefield a first-class skittle alley on the best approved model had 
been made to fill this negle&ed space, and he himself was present to “ bowl the first ball” 
(or is that a term from another sport?) Inthe presence of a select number of guests, Lord. 
Wakefield, introduced by Tubby, faced a battery of photographers, made a brief, warm-hcarted 
speech, and then, with Neville Talbot (just arrived from Africa) as partner, was narrowly 
beaten ina short match by Lord Middleton and Sir Henry Segrave, hero of the speed record. 
As these distinguished teams left the mat, their places were taken by some expert players from 
the Royal Automobile Club who opened everyone’s eyes as to the possibilities of the ancient 
game. From the hour of its opening the alley has enjoyed enormous popularity. 


The Pancake Party 


About fifteen hundred people mastered the mazy intricacies of the South London traffic 
system sufficiently to reach the scene of Tubby’s Pancake Party, the Wandsworth Baths, some 
time іп the evening. Once inside the big hall, entered by a door optimistically yct truthfully. 
labelled “ First Class," there began a General Post of members, each trying to meet as many of 
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man, if at your age this 


opportunity had been given to me I 
need not be working now" 


‘In my day Insurance was Insurance, and nothing more. To-day Insurance not only looks after 


your dependents, but it looks after you. 


Р It provides a regular апа guarantced income for your 
later years, enabling you to retire from business at an early age. 
provides you with ready money in case of emergency. 


It saves you Income Tax. It 
It gives you a monthly income if th: ough 


illness or accident you become permanently incapacitated for earning a living. And, in addition, 
the insurance for your family is an ever-increasing amount. 


A PENSION OF 


A YEAR 


WHEN YOU WISH TO RETIRE 


You are 35 now, hali the span of life. How far have 
you gone along the road to independence ? Little 
saved for your own later years, little to leave your 
family should anything happen to you. 

Adopt this plan and at once you are on the high road to 
independence. Almost before you know it—so quickly 
pass the years—you will be there; a Life Pension of 
£275 a year will be yours, ог (3,400 Cash if you prefer 
it. It is yours at 55 years of age. 

Every deposit you make entitles vou to relief of 
Income Tax. This makes the investment more than 
ever profitable. 

Another thing. Supposing, just supposing, illness or 
accident permanently incapacitates you from earning 
a living. Under this plan you would cease making 
deposits and receive £20 monthly until the pension is 
due. 

Then your family. rom the first deposit, they would 
be covered for £2,000 plus profits increased to £4,000 
plus profits if your death be the result of an accident."' 


These figures are based on present rate of bonus and 


Income Tax. 
4 ж ж 


The Sun Life of Canada, which makes this offer to you, 
has assets of over £116,000,000 which are under 
Government supervision. In addition to the fore- 
going plan, this great Company is responsible for 


protecting thousands of men and women under its 
Group Assurance and Pension Policies, and it also 
specialises in provision for Children's Education. 
The plan applies at any age, and for any amount— 
smaller or larger. Why not at once, without delay, see 
exactly what advantages it offers you ? 


с — —CUT THIS OUT NOW! _ — 


| To H. O. LEACH (Manager), 
8UN LIFE ASSURANCE CO. OF CANADA, 
І (Incorporated in Canada in 1865 as a Limited Company), 
30, Зип of Canada House, Cockspur Street, 
| Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.1. 


J 


Assumiug Icansave and deposit {..............- pero. eue please 
send me— without obligation on шу part—full particulars of your 
endowment plai,showing what income or cash sum will be available 
forme. 


Address ИА | 
Octupatian.........— nee Ва амы ЖЕТЕ і 
Exact date of Birth et TES | 


——— — n 
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, \ “Nothing is Here for Tears ' 


A great writer said after visiting St. Dunstan's that these words should be inscribed over its 
portals. Great as has been the sacrifice which has been made by the 2,000 War-blinded men whoes 
training and life-long care St. Dunstan's has in charge—yet there is nothing of sadness about 
St. Dunstan's or its men. 

Тос H branches other social bodies may hear the inspiring 


4 STORY OF ST. DUNSTAN’S 
7] from the lips of one of the War-blinded men themselves. 
It is an epic of gallant conquest over perhaps the greatest of human handicaps, and it should be 
heard by everyone in our times. 
No charge whatever is made, and if desired a display can be given of a wide range of the beautiful 
and useful workmanship of these War-blinded craftsmen. 
Each lecture is designed solely as a description of the work of St. Dunstan's and no appeal is 
made for funds. For list of addresses, vacant dates, and further details, application should be made 
to the Treasurer, St. Dunstan's Headquarters, Inner Circle, Regent's Park, London, N.W.1. (Phone: 


Welbeck 7921.) 
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= Books that MEN are reading 


Weekday i 


ег. THE IMPENDING 
Christianity pe 


B A survey of world conditions of fo-day by an 
y Oxford undergraduate. 
The Rev. P. B. CLAYTON, by 
M.A.. MC Somerset De Chaire. 5/- net. 
Du A “Written with courage.” 
Founder Padre of Toc H The Ht. Hon. L. S. Amery. 
Hg SQUADROR 
IRON 
The Rev. L. G. APPLETON, ВЧ 
^N OF DEATH 
vo by 
of Toc H Capt Dick Grace. 7,6 net. 
The essays in this book show the Christian ““ Astounding | adventure."— Punch. 


“ More exciting than any film or novel.” 
Evening Standard. 


GRAY AMBER 


Basil Carey 7/6 net. 
Colour—Action—Excitement. 
“Gray Amber’ has not a dull moment.” 
Liverpool Post. 

POR CONST ABLE АХА /// / 


i Spirit active іп the weekday life. 
K Chapters on the Force of Friendship, 
Team-Spirit, Week-day Religion, Impres- 
sion of Jesus Christ, Consideration for 
others, Pain, Purpose in Life, etc. 


ЕЛ ROUTLEDGE 


T | Broadway House, Carter Lane, London, ЕС 


"ase 


l. 
i, 
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I OOOO лала лл мы 


the rest as possible. This was interrupted only by the thunderous welcome that greeted R. C. 
Sherriff, known all over the world as the author of Journey s End, when he rose to make his maiden 
speech in Тос Н. His short but telling and direét talk was followed by the “ Grease " proper, 
which gives a name to the whole evening and is rapidly becoming a tradition in London Toc H. 
Rex Calkin read General Routine Orders, and а fiercely bearded chef tossed the pancake into 
the circle of some forty representatives of London units, who rapidly formed themselves into 
onc Struggling mass. After half-a-minute, subsequent examination showed Mark II to be 
bottommost, with a slightly larger superficial area of pancake than Lewisham. The fifty-dollar 
bill of the old Southern States, which is the Grease Challenge Trophy, went with the largest 
piece, and both vi&tors received а copy of Stephenson's Lay Morals and Other Papers, each with 
a congratulatory message from Sherriff and Lord Goschen. 

After this came a spirited version of the old song transferred from the Livestock Fair of 
Widdicombe to the Zoo of Тос H, with Коппіс Grant and Rex Calkin filling jointly the time- 
honoured place of Uncle Tom Cobleigh : 

Tubby’s our founder and also our Friend (Join in the chorus and sing it with me), 
There’s one thing he can't do, that's ‘‘ Trunk forward bend! ” 
With Monie, William Hurst, and Barkis, Pat Leonard, Owen Watkins, 
Апа Grant and Rex Calkin and all; and Grant and Rex Calkin and all. 

Burlesque, sketch, and song again, by the Stepney Concert Party, followed, and then it was 
time for the interval and another and amicably turbulent General Post. 

Lord Goschen (late Governor of Madras), who made his first appearance іп Тос H at the 
Birthday Family Gathering last December, was the second speaker. He warned his hearers 
against the dangers of sentimental thinking, an “ effervescing enthusiasm,” and a cloudy vision : 
Тос Н must see the far mountain top and try to reach it. Our building must not be a skyscraper, 
buta breakwater. He warned us also against restlessness, a characteristic of our time ; feverish 
work was no substitute for character; “ being" was much more important than “ doing." 

After Lord Goschen, Tubby came down to the front of the platform and gently disengaged 
his collar. The farewell speech which he then read, prepared quite literally on the eve of his 
departure from London, for it was thought out and prayed about largely in the small hours 
of that same morning, was too fine a thing to be paraphrased or summarised here. It is better 
that you should read for yourself in a later JOURNAL the twin sermons of Drake and Kitchener, 
which were his theme, and his own upon them— sermons that have made history, which is 
far more than many sermons do,” as Tubby himself said. 

Last spoke Neville Talbot, only the previous day landed in England from South Africa, 
and now once again with us in London. ‘The cheers which for some minutes prevented him 
from beginning were sufficient proof that though his main work may now lie in South Africa, 
he is not easily forgotten here at home. A big man with big thoughts dealing with big things, 
he talked to us of the vastness of the city and the vastness of God’s peace. Would we shut 
the door on the one sometimes, to enter more often into the healing quiet of the other? Coming 
out again refreshed we would sce all these toiling millions who filled our every-day life as real 
men and women demanding our fellowship and help, rather than mere mechanical units in the 
great machine of the city. 

When he ended there was а half-expectant pause, and the lights died out. In the complete 
darkness, Jerusalem sounded very clear and deep and unhesitating : 


And was Jerusalem builded here, 
Amid these dark Satanic Hills ? 


As the first verse ended, the flame of the Lamp spurted into being, and at the end of the hymn 
there was a silence broken only by the muffled rumbling of a tram to show the presence of the 
hurrying city of which Neville had spoken. 

With “ Light " the long, happy evening ended іп remembrance and thanksgiving. 
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WITH RONNIE GRANT IN SOUTH AFRICA 


CAPE Town, 
January, 1930. 


I SEE that Barkis in the December Journat has put at the foot of the last section of my tour 
** to be continued,” which also reminds me that in a weak moment I told him I would try 
to sum up my impressions of Toc Н, South Africa. І am afraid that I have been putting 
off till to-morrow what I should have done to-day, but as in the interval I have been able to visit 
a number of Groups missed out during my first tour of the Eastern Province, perhaps it is as well, 
On arrival in Cape Town at the end of my tour, I was kept busy helping in the organisation 
ofa big Toc H Armistice Service in the City Hall. Armistice Day is not observed in South 
Africa on such an extensive scale as it is at Home (Delville Wood Day having very largely taken 
its place), and we felt there was an opportunity of using Armistice Night in Cape Town for trying 
to concentrate people’s minds on the main lesson which we have learnt from the War. We 
accordingly embarked on a big public service of Remembrance in the City Hall of an inter- 
denominational character which included the Ceremony of Light and Miss Creagh Henry’s and 
Miss Marten’s play, The Unknown Warrior. We decided to make no charge for admission, 
but to cover our expenses by a collection, any surplus obtained (if we were fortunate enough): 
to be given to the Community Chest. The Community Chest is a very good scheme which has 
been adopted out here, partiy to circumvent the infliction of continual flag days and partly to 
help those smaller organisations which are unable to make a wide appeal for funds. A number 
of these organisations have come into the Community Chest scheme by which funds are collected 
and distributed amongst the societies according to their needs, by a standing committee, 
Armistice Day commenced with a big ten days’ drive in Cape Town on behalf of the 
Community Chest. 

The service we adopted was on the lines of that compiled by Tubby for usc in Memorial 
Rooms on the anniversary of the death of the man in whose memory the toom was dedicated, 
It was taken by Neville Talbot, Dean Lavis, Padre Cook (Congregational padre of Seapoint), 
Padre Evans, the Naval Chaplain Simonstown, and Dr. Andrew McGregor, Predikant of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Seapoint, and an address given by Colonel Stallard, K.C., 10.5.О,, 
a member of the Legislative Assembly. Incorporated in this service was the play, The Unknown 
Warrior, performed mainly by members of Toc H and Тос Emmas. The whole service and 
play was most successfully broadcasted by the Cape Station. About 1,200 people, including a 
large contingent of the Defence Force, the S.A. Police, the ex-Service men’s Organisation, the 
Royal Navy, Scouts and Girl Guides, and the Mayor and members of the City Corporation, filled 
the hall. Financially, the service was also a success, as after payment of somewhat heavy 
expenses, approximately £10 was available for the Community Chest. 


At the end of November, I left for a tour of the Eastern Province. I had decided to do this 
by train, but after sitting with a wet towel round my head studying the railway timc-table, 
I suddenly decided it couldn't be satisfactorily accomplished, and I went out and bought a 
second-hand Buick. І left it to be overhauled, arrived at the garage at 5.30 in the afternoon 
with my kit, in order to start that night оп the first 70 miles of my trek, to find that the agents 
who had sold me the car had found such serious defcés that it was impossible for me to make a 
Start. They behaved extraordinarily well, and after a confab with the heads of the firm, they 
replaced the car which I had bought by a Buick Master Six. Without any sort of trial, after 
filling up with petrol and oil, I started off and travelled nearly 2,000 miles without any hitch. 


On the third day I arrived at my first destination—Cradock, situated in the Karroo. The 
temperature was about 104? in the shade ; an absolute gale, which seemed to have come from the 
open door of a furnace, was blowing nd the whole of the landscape was shut out by clouds of 
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red dust. Iwas ріуепа great welcome by Padre Gould and drove out that afternoon to Mortimer 


to see the Group there which met on the training farm of the “ 1820 Settlers.” Although they 
had cancelled the mecting, thinking I would not turn up, a hurricd whip round brought most 
of the members in from their farms, and we had quite a good evening. I had planned, being 
somewhat tired, to get back to Cradock fairly early, but having Started after everyone else, 
found попе of my lights would go on. І crawled in second gear for about six miles through 
the dark when І arrived at the farm of one of the Toc Н members, and decided to leave my car 
there and borrow his to go into Cradock. We routed him out of bed, got his car out and drove 
off, only to find when we got on to the main road that there was no petrol We had 
to walk back, get him out of bed again, draw off the petrol from my car into various milk cans 
and other utensils, and so finally got sufficient “juice” into his car to take us to Cradock in the 
early hours of the morning. The following day we had two good meetings at the new Cradock 
Headquarters, a plot with a one-story building which they have just purchased іп one of the 
main streets of the town. The first mecting before supper was for members only, preceded by 
a mceting of the Exccutive, and followed after supper by a public mecting. Padre Malherbe, 
the Dutch Reformed Predikant, who is one of the Toc Н padres, has been a great stand-by in 
Cradock ; unfortunatcly I missed him as he was out of town that evening. 


From Cradock I motored on the following day to Cookhouse, where I found five members 
left from the original Group and a small nucleus of Toc Emmas. Cookhouse is a railway 
junétion and with the exception of two stores and an hotel the population are all railway men. 
These men are continually being shifted and they had lost about fifteen members during the 
previous few weeks. They decided in spite of difficulties to still try and carry оп in the hopes 
that they might be able to build up again. 

From Cookhouse I went to Somerset Бай, and stayed with a very charming hostess, Mrs. 
Hofmeyr, a widow of a Dutch Predikant who died in Nyassaland as a result of illness con- 
tracted during the German East campaign. She is a very energetic secretary of the Toc Emmas, 
and one of her four sons is the secretary of Toc Н. We had an excellent mixed meeting that 
evening, and the following day I moved on to Bedford, going again through Cookhouse. From 
Cookhouse to King Williamstown, the railway runs along the foot of a range of hills through a 
very rich agricultural district. Close to Cookhousc itself is the Golden Valley settlement of 
apricot orchards. With one of the Cookhouse members I visited the big drying and packing 
factory which was just about to open for the scason's crop. During the packing season which 
lasts three to four weeks, they anticipated dealing with over 6,000 tons of fruit and employing 
3,000 men. When all the apricots are laid out in trays on the grass for the preliminary drying 
process it must be a most wonderful sight. Along the railway line, at distances of twenty to 
thirty miles apart, are the little settlements of Bedford, Adelaide, Fort Beaufort and Alice, and 
І was able to visit all these in turn on the way to and from King Williamstown. 


Fort Beaufort had just obtained Branch status, but numerically the biggest unit was the Adelaide 
Group. Fort Beaufort holds its meetings іп a community house which had just been acquired 
by one of the Toc Emmas, the wife of a farmer and a tremendously keen social worker. She 
was planning to make this house a centre for Toc H and Toc Emmas with a boys’ club, a girls’ 
club, a men’s club, and possibly a girls’ residential hostel. In backing her efforts there is a very 
big and useful job ahead for Toc H. 

І also spent the night en route with Cardross Grant and Bert Oldfield at $7. Matthews, and 
spent an entertaining evening watching a concert and dramatic sketch given by the native girls 
in St. Matthews, and while at Aice visited Fort Hare, the native University College, where a 
number of natives from the Native Reserves were sitting for their degrees as Bachelor of Arts. 
I was able to see some of their papers on Economics, which, considering all their studies have 
to be done in English and the papers set and answered in the same language, showed an extra- 
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ordinarily high standard and a complete answer to those who suggest that the African native is 
incapable of education. At Fort Beaufort I also visited the packing Station of the Kat River 
Orange Industries, which they claim produce some of the finest oranges in the world, The 
Secretary and manager are both members of Toc H. 

At King WilliamSown, on December 7 апа 8, we had the Eastern Province Annual Festival. 
About a hundred members of Toc H and Toc Emmas attended from the Branches and Groups 
in the Province, and we had a very beautiful service in the parish church, followed by a jolly 
sit-down supper and a social evening at which Mr. Baines, the Member of Parliament for King 
Williamstown, and myself were the speakers. Mr. Baines, who has since joined Toc H, is 
an engineer by profession, and gave a very fine address on Toc H from the outsider’s point of 
view, taking the process of bridge building as a symbol of what Toc H stands for, with the 
compass as having Christ as the magnetic North. The following day I took the chair at a 
general conference held at Dale College, while at the same time there was a conference of Toc 
Emmas and a meeting of the Provincial Executive. In the evening we went for a picnic, some- 
what marred by the rain, at the beautiful Pirie Dam which supplies the water for King Williams- 
town and is a great place for trout fishing. During my stay at King Williamstown, I was billeted 
with a Colonel Bligh- Wall who was head of the Carrier Hospital at Dar-es-Salaam during the War. 

On the Monday following, I took a run into East London to see some of those who have 

ubscribed to the South African Central Fund, and then made my way back to Cape Town 

accompanied by a Toc H member and his wife, the manager of the Standard Bank at Bedford. 
We had a very jolly run down, camping out at night. On the way back I spent the night at 
Addo, the centre of the Sundays River settlement. Unfortunately, being held up by floods 
at the ford across the Little Fish River, I got down too late for the mecting, but the following 
morning we all assembled in the booking-office of the railway station at 8 a.m., and continued 
to meet more or less till 12 noon ; the various passengers waiting for the trains were the un- 
invited guests of the meeting. They must have wondered what on earth had blown into Addo. 
They are a fine little Group with a very hard row to hoe. 

On the whole, there is no question that Тос Н is fairly established in South Africa. In point 
of numbers it is the strongest Branch of the family overseas, and I suppose has as finc a record 
of service as anywhere in the world. It is, however, still fumbling in the dark as to the real 
purpose behind Toc H. I think, however, that they are really beginning to find their feet, 
and if Tubby is able to visit Africa at the end of the year he will find a great welcome and much 
to rejoice his heart. Distances are, of course, a great handicap in quickening and maintaining 
the family spirit. ‘There is, however, the continual ebb and flow of population which not only 
enables Тос H to be disseminated, but as time goes on will inevitably link up the Branches and 
Groups and provide reinforcements. In the larger cities so far as Central Branches are com- 
cerned, the age average is too high, and, as there is at present no schools work, reinforcements 
from the younger end are not often forthcoming. There is an added difficulty in this direction 
in that attendance at night schools is compulsory amongst the apprentices, and compulsory 
service in the Defence Force takes up a considerable amount of time between the ages of 18 
and 21. 

One of the most satisfactory aspects of Toc H in South Africa is that it is becoming a real 
meeting place for those who in the past have been racially divided. The feeling for Toc H is 
just as strong amongst the Dutch and African born as amongst the English, and as the move- 
ment spreads a grcat contribution can be made towards solving the problem of racial and political 
difficulties. It is also already acting as a powerful medium for obtaining a more equitable and 
Christian attitude on the colour question. А great deal of service сап be done through Toc H 
for the coloured and native population, and here, again, possibly a means whereby the greatest 


of all problems out here may be worked towards solution. T. 
С. G. 
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CENTRAL COUNCIL ELECIIONS: WHAT IS WRONG? 


We А society grows as fast as Тос Н does, its rules are in special need of overhauling 

from time to time. The present Council Eleétion rules no longer fit, because Toc H 
has outgrown them. In two ways especially they no longer fit. Firs, when the 
rules were made, very many Branches could have a Councillor of their own. Now in practically 
every casc several Branches have to be “ linked ” for voting in the Council, and as time goes 
on, more and more Branches will have to be linked in Council constituencies. Now what 
generally happens under the present rules is that the man who is nominated by the biggest Branch 
in the constituency, whoever he may be, is elected. That is the first thing that is wrong with 
the rules. For the biggest Branch is not necessarily the best, nor is its candidate always the 
man whom the majority of the members in the constituency want to have as their Councillor. 
Secondly, when the present rules were made, Groups were few, and the “ Group аре” was not 
expected to last long. So Group members and General members were put together in one big 
constituency. Now there are hundreds of Groups, some of them remain Groups for years, 
and the present system gives Groups, as Groups, no share of their own in the Central Council. 
That is the second thing which I think is wrong. I think the Groups arc entitled to a share 
of their own in the Central Council, though it cannot be a large share, as under the Charter the 
overwhelming majority of the Council must be elected by “ Regular Branches, which have won, 
апа kept, their Lamps.” 

We have now worked out a new method for voting at Council Elections. It cannot be 
applied unless the Central Council pass the rules drawn up to put it in force. The Central 
Executive have approved of the rules being put before the Central Council. But this Central 
Council,will not pass the rules unless they feel that they are both sound and fair. So it is worth 
while explaining them in advance. They affe many people, and if the subje seems dull, 
it really docs matter immensely that the Central Council should be elected as well as possible. 

The ideas behind the proposed rules are very simple. First, Branches are “ families,” and 
should vote as families, cach family, cach Branch, having the same voting strength, whether it 
has many members or few. Secondly, the man who ought to be elected is the man whom most 
of the families in the constituency want. If those ideas are accepted, the rules can be considered 
as an honest attempt to give effe& to them, in as simple a way as possible; if these ideas are 
rejected, the rules cannot Бс passed. 

If the rules are passed, there may on the next allotment of seats be a very few “ constituencies ” 
of one Branch only. Most of the constituencies will contain three or more Branches. The 
Central Executive, who make the allotment of seats, propose to put z// Branches in the same 
district in the same constituency. 

If the rules are passed, the returning officer will be the Area Secretary where there are Area 
Eleétions Committees, and otherwise the General Secretary. There will be four stages in 
the Election, thus :— 

Stage 1.—Each Branch in the constituency nominates a candidate (it may nominate any member 
of Toc H) and reports his name to the returning officer. (If there is only one Branch in the 
constituency, the returning officer declares that member a councillor and the matter is ended. 
In other cases we go on to stage 2.) 

Stage 2,—The returning officer makes up lists of all the candidates for each constituency, 
and sends copies to each Branch in his constituency, calling on them to arrange the candidates 
in order of their preference, showing their “ first choice," “ second choice," and so оп. 

Stage 3.—The Branch votes on the list till it has arranged all the candidates in order of its 
choice, and the Branch officers report the result to the returning officer. 

Stage 4.—The returning officer, when he has all the reports, puts them before the Н.О. or 
Area Ele@tion Committee, which declares the result, after giving marks to the candidates accord- 


99 


ing to the choices ofthe Branches. For а first choice а man will get as many marks as there 
are candidates, for a second choice one less, for а third choice two less and so on. If there isa 
tie the Branches will vote again, only about those who tied. If there is a second tie on this 
voting, the Distri& Committee will decide who is to be elected. 

The pra&ical result is that the man who has the biggest share of the highest places in the 
Branch voting-lists will get in, and if a deadlock is reached the Distri@ Committee decides. 

'Then we propose to give Groups as big a share in the Council as we can. Of the 100 seats 
to be filled by election, 85 belong to the Branches, lcaving only 15 for Groups and unattached 
General members. The Central Executive propose to give 14 of these 15 scats to Groups, two 
to Groups in the London Area and one each to the other twelve Areas shown in the January 
JouRNAL. Then, if the Council approves, the elections will be conducted according to the 
method explained above, except that the “ constituencies’ in the case of Groups, the “ con- 
Stituencies ” will be all the Groups in the Area, and that Groups will not be asked to arrange, 
unless they wish to, morc than five of the candidates in order. 

If these rules are approved, another rule will be submitted to the Council to regulate the 
ele&ion of one Councillor by General members not belonging to Groups. If it is thought that 
to give General members only one seat is to give them too little, it should be remembered that 
a number of General members become Councillors through holding certain offices or being 
elected to the Central Executive, and that General members may be nominated as candidates 
by any Branch or Group. P. W. M. 


OBERAMMERGAU AGAIN— 


^J ^HE notice which appeared on page 7o of the February JOURNAL with regard to the Ober- 

ammcergau Pilgrimage was scarcely published before news was received which makes ап 
alteration of the programme necessary. Owing tothe great rush of applications from all 
over the world to see the Passion Play in July and August, an extra performance every week 
has been added in those months: the Play will now be given on Fridays as well as on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. We were advised that by altering the day of our visit at once from Wednes- 
day, August 27, to Friday, August 20, we should get in at the start of this new arrangement 
and thus be assured of better seats and accommodation. This has, thercfore, becn done. 

The additional performance іп the week materially alters our programme. Ав all the 
accommodation in the houses of the players has to be vacated on the eve of cach performance 
to make room for the incoming crowd of visitors, our stay in the village itsclf is cut down to 
two nights in place of four. Also it gives us more time on the journey out and less on the return. 

THE REVISED PROGRAMME (times approximate) is as follows :—Sa/urday, August 23.— Leave 
London, 8 a.m., arrive Brussels 4.30 p.m. Stay the night; Sunday, August 24.— Lcave Brussels 
11.30 p.m. ; Monday, August 25.—Arrive Cologne, 5.50 a.m. ; breakfast; leave Cologne by 
Rhine steamer 8.30 a.m. for whole day up the river, arriving Wiesbaden 8.45 p.m., for the night; 
Tuesday, August 26.—Leave Wiesbaden 11.45 a.m., arriving Munich 10.30 p.m. ; Wednesday, 
Angus 27.—1n Munich; Thursday, August 28.—Leave Munich 9.30 a.m., arriving Oberam- 
mergau 11.50 a.m.; Friday, August 29.—Witness the Passion Play; Saturday, August 30.— 
Those going straight home leave Oberammergau 8.20 a.m., arrive Munich 11.20, depart 12 
noon; Sunday, Angust 31.—Arrive Ostend 8 a.m., and London 4.40 p.m. 

Cosr :—The cost (which includes all travelling, meals, accommodation, ticket for Play, etc.) 
has now been raised from £16 195. Gd. to £17 108. The increase is оп two items (a) accommoda- 
tion in Munich costs 5s. more than in Oberammergau ; (b) we are booking second-class seats, 
at 15s. each, for the Passion Play in place of third-class seats at 10s. each. These are considerably 
better and it seems a great pity to risk spoiling a great experience, by having a poor seat. 

The party is limited to тоо members, and further applications cannot now be received. 
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NEVILLE TALBOT IN ENGLAND 


Members at home will be keen to get a glimpse of NEVILLE TALBOT who will be in England from March 3 
to about September 12. He has a heavy programme for five months—from March 9 to Auguft 9, after 
which be hopes to take a well-earned refi before returning to Pretoria. Besides definite Toc FI engage- 
ments, some of the meetings shown below will give our. members opportunities of hearing bim. Where 
айна! times and places are not slated, information can probably be obtained locally nearer the time, or, if 
not, from the Secretary, South African Office, Church House, Westminster, SW.1. 


A Note from Neville 


“Ж HAVE, I gather, to write a little sort of * the Campbells are coming ' foreword as an intro- 

А duétion to my list of spoutings which the Editor of the JOURNAL is going to print in the March 
number. 

** Well, I аю coming, and am indeed glad to let it be known in Toc H circles. Not that 
I shall be speaking ad hoc Toc Н (Tubby might make something of that !), but ad hoc the work 
of the Church in South Africa. Yet people ought to hear of the tightness of the place that we 
are in in South Africa, and not least in the Transvaal, as regards racial and colour questions ; 
and anyhow I shall be honoured by having a little Toc Н ° bloc’? (which must be the short for 
blokage) іп my audiences, and am grateful to Barkis for printing my pretty ghastly programme. 
I won't go on lest I break into poctry on Тос, Hoc, Bloc.” 


NEVILLE S. TALBOT, Bishop. 


Nevilles Programme 


Sunday, March 16. 11.0 a.m., University Sunday, April 6. 6.30 p.m., Wymondham 
Church, Oxford. parish church, Norfolk. 
6.30 p.m., Banbury parish Monday, өз 7. 30 p.m., Meeting for wo- 
church. теп, Bunwell. 
Wednesday, 19. Sp.m., Toc H Guest Night, S.o p.m., Meeting, Wy- 
Talbot House, Trinity mondham. 
Square. Tuesday, is 8. 7.30 p.m., Toc H, Norwich. 
Friday, „ 21. Afternoon, S. Peter's Hall, Thursday, 5 10. 1.10 p.m. S. Edmund's, 
Bournemouth. Lombard Street. 
Sunday, м 5235 соол, Hove — parish Зо p.m, Toc Н биесі 
church. Night, Stannary Street 
6.30 p.m., 5. John's, Hall, Kennington. 
Bognor. Sunday, ^ 13. II.O a.m., Cranleigh parish 
Tuesday, 25. 3-30 p.m., At Home, Dun- church. 
mow. 6.30 pm., All Hallows’ 
6.30 p.m., Dunmow parish Barking. 
church. Friday, » IS. (Good Friday), 12.0-3.0 
Wednesday, ,, 26. 8.40 a.m., Felsted School p.m., York Minster. 
service. Sunday, АБ 22 LI a.m., Winchester 
7.30 p.m., Ashwell parish Cathedral. 
church. 6.30 рт, S. Mark's? 
a А 27. Evening meeting, Church Woolston. 
Thursday, í House, Royston, Herts. Monday- » 28-30 Talbot House, 
ii 30. 11.30 a.m., S. Martin-in- | Wednesday, Poperinghe. 
Sunday, 2 the-Fields. Thursday, Мау 1. So p.m., S.P.G. meeting, 
6.30 p.m., Croydon parish Albert Hall. 
church. Saturday, c a MEN 
5 а. 1. 8.0 .m., Holy Trinity Sunday, R 4 Morning, Marlborough 
Monday 9 NEN Stroud Green, N. parish church. 2 
Tuesday, Apri xr. 8 p.m. Meeting, Buckland Evening, Parkstone parish 
day schools, ncar Dover. church. 
Friday, : 4. 7.30 p-m., Meeting for men, Monday, e 5. Basingstoke. 
Bunwell near Norwich. Tuesday, : 6. Alderbury Deanery. 
Sunday ^ 6. 11.0 a.m., S. Peter Maon- Wednesday, 7. Portsmouth Chapter, 
d croft, Norwich. 'Thursday, $. West Wight Deanery 
6. 30 p-m., Confirmation, meeting. 
ыз Bunwell. Friday, Tm 9. Ryde. 
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Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Friday, 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 


Monday, 
Friday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday, 


Monday, 


Wednesday, 
Thursday, 


Sunday, 


Monday, 


Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 


Thursday, 
Saturday, 


Sunday, 


Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday, 


fied with the Tunbridge Wells Branch from its early days. 


May 


ІІ. 


24. 
25. 


Morning, Salisbury Cathe- 
dral. 
Evening, Southampton. 
Salisbury Assembly Rooms. 
Chalke Ruri-decanal meet- 
ing. 
Cannings 
meeting. 
Lyndhurst. 
Garden meeting, Amesbury. 
Morning, S. Michael's, 
Bournemouth. 
Evening, All 
Bournemouth. 
Meeting, Bournemouth. 
Ellesmere College. 
Ruri-decanal 
Shrewsbury. 
Sermons at 5, Mary's and 
Holy Cross, Shrewsbury. 
Afternoon, Ruri-decanal 
meeting (clergy), Stour- 
bridge. 
Evening, Public meeting, 
Stourbridge. 
S.P.G. Annual Meeting and 
visits to Colleges, Oxford. 
11.0 a.m., Sermon in Chel- 
tenham. 

Afternoon, Ruri-decanal 
meeting, Cheltenham. 
8.0 p.m., Public mecting, 

Cheltenham. 


Ruri-decanal 


Saints’, 


mecting, 


Sermons іп Birmingham 
churches. 

Meeting, Industrial 
Christian Fellowship, Bir- 
mingham. 

Rifle Brigade Dinner, 
Trocadero. 


Afternoon, Garden Mecting, 
Bradford. 

Corbridge. 

S Bartholomew's, Armley, 
Leeds. 

Morning, Al Souls’, Leeds. 

Evening, Parish Church. 

Tynemouth Deanery. 

Sunderland. 

Newcastle. 

Mirfield, J.C.M.A. 

Thurland Castle. 

Sermons at Halifax. 


Monday, 
Tuesday, 


June 


” 


Wednesday, 


Thursday, ^ 


Fridav, 
Saturday, 6 
Sunday, 

Monday- 2042 


Wednesday, 
Thursday, 


Friday, 


Saturday, 


Sunday, 3 


Monday, А 


Tuesday, July 
Wednesday, ,, 


‘Thursday, 5 


Sunday, m4 


July 7 to August 9. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Norman Pickering : Tunbridge Wells Branch 


Norman Pickering (“ Pickles ”), who died on Boxing Day in his 27th year, was closely identi- 


16. 
Қ 


22. 


26. 


n 


Halifax summer meeting, 

Mirfield, College of the 
Resurrection Festival, 

8.15 p.m., Southwark Dio. 
cesan Missionary Festivay 
S. Anne's, Wandsworth, 

Afternoon, Garden Meeting, 
JEpsom. 

Afternoon, Garden meeting, 
Woking. 

Evening, Central 
Westminster. 

Afternoon, Garden meeting, 
Kensington Vicarage. 

4:0 p.m., Address Chaplains, 
Aldershot Command. 

АП day. In Aldershot 
Command. 

S.P.G. Conference, Hay- 
wards Heath. 

11.0 a.m., South African 
Church Festival, West- 
minster Abbey. 

3.0 p.m., Annual Meeting 
of South African Church 
Institute, 
School Hall. 

3.0 p.m., Open Guildford 
Missionary I:xhibition, 

4.30 p.m., Garden meeting, 
Hindhead. 

Afternoon, Garden meet. 
ing, Aldershot. 

Morning, Guildford Cathe 
dral, 

Evening, Godalming parish 
church. 

Afternoon, Garden meeting 
in or near Godalming. 
Evening, Public meeting. 

Hornsey. 

3-30 p.m., Missionary Coun- 
cil Reception. 

Afternoon, Meeting, Rhodes 
House, Oxford. 

3.0 p.m., Annual meeting 
of Transvaal and South- 
ern Rhodesia Missions, 
Imperial Institute, South 
Kensington. 

6.30 p.m., Christ Church, 
Lancaster Gate. 

Lambeth Conference. 


Hall, 


Westminster 


He was one of those blithe spirits 


whom to know is tolovc. Although it was general knowledge, almost for three ycars, that his life 
was threatened, yet the menace scemed unreal, so sunny was his disposition, so infectious his high 


spirits. 


'Toc H was his absorbing interest. 


Towards the end, as a malignant disease gained 


ground, his serenity and humour and fearlessness again and again quieted the worst appre- 
hensions and he attended a District Committee less than a month before his death. His faith 
was sure, and his last request to his father was to read the 23rd Psalm. 
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incre easing 


ө The way to increase busineps 
3 USF O e S S is to create demand for 
9 E ta HB jd p EE. "m 

\ A 8. goods hy careful advertising. 


The firms who support our Journal by advertising, 
believe members are interested in their products. and 
we ask you 10 give them your support. 


M by chance there are goods you need which you 
think should be advertised in our pages, write to us 
about it. We'll do the rest. 


«Tec Н” Dent, Cave’s Advertising and Publicity Service, 
11, Great Turnstile, High Hoiborn, W.C.2. 
“Phone: P!olborn 2489. 


TOC H PUBLICATIONS etc 


FIFE TOC IT JOURNAI ionii ON Annual THE RENT WE PAY. Ап impression of 

subscription 5s. Supplied to Bran гова ттеу Jobmastery. 109 рр. 15. (9s. per dozen, plus 
t 4s. 4d. per dozen (plus postage) ior ‘sale at 6d. postage). 
рег сору. THE LAMP OF TOC Ы. 53 by 43. 16 pp. 

QUPD ROMA CHAIN У OODBJgOCON И Id. each (5s. per 100, plus postage). 
text 1922. (With amenddnicnts, 1925). 24 pp. 2d. tHE PADRE IN TOC H. By the Rev. 

TALES OF TALBOT ROUSE. By the Rev. к. Н. I. Staler. А little guide for ай Padres 
P. b. Clayton. New edition, 1928. 112 pp. in Toc H, Gd. 

Boards, 25. (205. per dozen, plus postage). Paper BUILDING TOC H. A guide to forming | 
covers, 18. (Өз. per dozen, plus postage.) new Groups. 20 pp. 2d. (15. 6d. per dozen). ~ | 

PLAIN TALES ROM FLANDERS. Бу AN OPEN LETTER ON THE COMMON 
the Rev. P. D. Clayton, Longmans. 35. ба. RULE OE THE, LEAGUE OE TEL ТАРЫ 
—Orler through the Registrar. By D. W. Monie, 36 pp. 1926. 6d. 4s. 6d. per 

THE SMOKING FURNACE AND THE dozen, 

BURNING LAMP. Edited by the Rev. P. B. THE LIGHT OF THE LAMP: A Masque. 
Clayton. 114 pp. Paper covers, 2s. ба. (26s. Рам 1: Words by Barclay Baron. Music by 
per dozen); Cloth 4s. (tls. per dozen). Christopher Ogle. 42 pp. 1s. 6d. 15s. per dozen. 
Longmans-—-order through the Registrar of Toc Н. Part 11: Words by M. Creagh Henry and D. 

ТОС H UNDER WEIGH. By P. W. Monic. Marten, 14 pp. 9d. 7s. per dozen. Both parts, 
98 pp. 15. (9s. per dozen). 95. За 925 pardoz. 

HALE THE BATTLE. By Barclay Baron. THE TOC H SONG BOOK, 135 Songs, 
72 pp. 1923, Reprinted 1926, 9d. (7s. per dozen, words and music. Is. (postage 2d.) To Secre- 
plus postage.) tries, 108. per dozen (plus postage). 

А TREASURY OF “PRAYERS, AND PICTURES: Reproduced in four colours, 
PRAISES FOR USE IN TOC H. Third Edition. mounted ready for framing. The Lamp of 
1928. 45 pp., 64. 45. 64. per doz, Maintenance, 6d. each, 45. per dozen. Talbot 

WHAT [S ТОСЫ?  Four-page leaflet. Free. House, Poperinghe, 94. cach. 6s. per dozen. 

Н AU communications with regard to publications should be sent to the Registrar, 148, York Road, S.E.1 
| 


—— Ro 
TYPEWRITER RIBBONS 4 


FOR ALL TYPEWRITERS 


BEST BRITISH MAKE 


ONE COLOUR 2/3 each 24/- doz. 
TWO COLOUR 2/6 each 27/- doz. 


SEND CASH WITH ORDER AND GOODS ^ Р; Н 
will be dispatched by retarn. ————— = 
CES а THE THREE POINTS of this 
AULIFF HARRIS AND CO., ; 
221, BLACKFRIARS ROAD, LONDON, S.E.1. 1. E Ue. ene 
; iness, 


— 2. Four thousand of these have found 
them again in the Children's Home. 


TOC 2 H JOURNAL 3. Your generous help is the 
А Circulation of 13,500 a Month is means of their continued security. 
good, but not nearly good enough. NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME 
с (Founded by A DIU 
RENEW or BEGIN рт M ND OR DUAE 
Your Subscription ы A nu Hodson Smith 
SEND FIVE SHILLINGS NOW Sir Themas Barlow, Bart, MD? ERSS, 
2 Chief Offices: Highbury Park London, N.5, 
to the Registrar, 148, York Road, Eemittincss may ba forwerded through ane 


Branch of the Midland Bank, Ltd. 


S.E.1. 


ALL HALLOWS PUBLICATIONS 


All communications with regard to these publications should be sent to the Secretary, All Hallows 
Porch Room, Byward Street, Е.С.З. Cheques and postal orders payable to the Rev. Р. В. Clayton. 


SHORT HISTORY OF ALL HALLOWS. 3d.each. (2s. 3d. per dozen.) 

HISTORY OF ALL HALLOWS. Ву Canon Mason. Is.each. (98. per dozen.) 
PARISH LEAFLET. 6d. each. 

PLAN OF THE PARISH (Reproduction). 4d.each. (3s. per dozen.) 

PLAN OF THE CHURCH (Reproduction). 2d. each. (18. per dozen.) 

A MEMORY OF THE UPPER ROOM АТ POP. ВуР. В.С. Id.each. (9d. per dozen.) 
THE HOUSES OF TOC H. By P. B. C. 3d.each. (2s. 6d. per dozen.) 
TOCH THROUGH A PADRE'S SPECTACLES. By the Rev. R. Sinclair. 
THE PRAYER LIFE OF MAN AND BOY. By P.B.C. 34. еасһ. (25.34. per dozen.) 


SERVICE OF PRAYER AND REMEMBRANCE, 3d.each. (23. 3d. per dozen.) 

FINE OLD COLLECTS FOR ТОС Н. 14. еасЬ. (94. per dozen.) 

A PRAYER ON THE BEATITUDES. 3d.each, (2. 3d. per dozen.) 

FEET FIRM, HANDS BUSY. 3d.each. (2s. 3d. per dozen.) 

THE CARPENTER'S BENCH. Ahymn for Toc H, by P. B.C. 3d.each. (2s. 3d. per dozen.) 
POSTCARDS, ETC. 

THE UPPER ROOM. Coloured picture postcard. 24. each. 

GILBERT TALBOT. Postcard. 2d.each. (15. per dozen.) 

ST. CLAIR. Postcard. 2d. each. (15. 6d. per dozen.) 

POSTCARDS OF THE CHURCH. Books of a dozen. 

MISSIONARY MAP OF THE WORLD. 24. each. (15. per dozen.) 


ae 


3d. (2s, 3d.per doz.) 


(1s. 3d. per dozen.) 


1s. and 2s. each. 


THE LAMPLIGHTING OF THE L W.H. 


-< А E 
"l HE festival fecling took possession of a “Family Gathering" at Talbot House, Trinity Square; 
on the evening of Saturday, February 22. It was а representative assembly of the League of 
Women Helpers, met particularly to witness the first lighting of the Lamps of their new Branches. 
After a free and casy time the company walked across Tower 
Hill to All Hallows for their thanksgiving, and rapidly filled the 
old church. Padre Money conduéted the service. There was no 
choir and instead two laymen of Toc H Stood in the choir stalls and spoke 
alternately (as they had helped to do in Westminster Abbey last December) 
some of the blank verse stanzas from Tubby’s “ study”? of The Upper 
Room. But first of all a little procession of four L.W.H. members 
advanced up the aislo—the Duchess of Devonshire (President), Miss 
Macfie (Hon. Administrator), Mrs. Horne (Chairman of the Executive), and 
Miss Halliley (General Secretary). Halting at the sanctuary steps they called upon Tubby to 
“bid a blessing." This done and some prayers—the most familiar of all—said, the reading of 
the first and last parts of The Upper Room went forward, broken by the singing of Tubby's 
fine hymn The English Boat and the Carol for the Lamps of the Magnificat, with Tubby’s words 
and George Moore’s music, which was first used at the L.W.H. Lamplighting in 1928.* 

The congregation poured out of the Church and once more crossed Tower Hill to Talbot House, 
where it filled the hall (the old garage so successfully converted into a gymnasium) to over- 
flowing. In the unavoidable absence of H.R.H. the Duchess of York (the Patroness), the 
Duchess of Devonshire, attended by L.W.H. officers, took her seat on the platform, and the lighted 
Prince’s Lamp from All Hallows was brought forward by “ The Сеп” and set on its pedestal 
before her. The new Branches which now received their symbols were Bath, Birmingham, 
Broxbourne, Cheltenham, Claéton, Folkestone, Hammersmith, Handsworth, Harborne, the 
Hartlepools, Hull, Luton, Notting Hill, Oxford, St. John’s Wood and Weybridge. Then 
followed the Ceremony of Light and the singing of Jerusalem. The whole ceremony of Lamp- 
lighting was marked with great simplicity and sincerity. 

The second part of the programme was a performance by the Toc H Players—in this case 
half a dozen men and one woman—of the wholly delightful S/sfer Clare out of Lawrence Hous- 
man’s Little Plays oj Saint Francis. The acting of the anonymous players was quite admirable, 
and the stage, to which nothing but a simple black cloth, a fire in one corner and a large chest 
in another had been added, might have been designed for this very play. Up the ladder-like 
stairs in the changing-room above the stage the Franciscan brethren сап be heard snoring, 
while Brother Juniper, the inspired fool of the Brotherhood, keeps watch by the fire against 
St. Francis’ return from gathering wood in the forest. Enter, in the midst of Juniper’s medita- 
tions on the temptation of women, a woman, exhausted and hungry. It is Clare, the rich girl 
who has fled from home to follow the hard rule of Francis. Juniper, in terror of the Devil who 
thus seems to visit him in seductive guise, leaps into the big chest and shuts down the lid ; then 
creeps out, feeds the tired girl who has sunk down before the fire, covers her with an old habit 
and watches beside her as she sleeps. The brethren, coming down from the loft, are deeply 
shocked at his behaviour and reprove him. Enter then Francis who humorously questions 
them all, lays his hands on Juniper in blessing, and announces that Clare has come to stay in 
the life of the Franciscan movement: his order of “ Women Helpers ” is now to be founded. 
The audience, deeply moved, could scarcely miss the moral. And Tubby reminded them that 
it was St. Clare and her Sisterhood which maintained the pure ideal of St. Francis at a time, 
not long after his death, when the Brotherhood was in serious danger of decay. _Home- 
going prayers closed a memorable evening. 


ж Published by Novello, price 6d., to be obtained from All Hallows. 
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“TO BUILD BRAVELY” 


A remarkable example of what can be accomplished in housing reform, not merely by pr? 
but by the organised efforts of the Chriftian Church, is provided in Somers Town, Поліп, N.W., with 
Father J. B. L. JELLICOE as its tireless poz eer, The Schools Tours in Lozdor, ae d b; Toe H, 
now arrays inclads a visit fo Somers Town, and boys receiv2 there опе of their most vivid i upres SIONS D 
Joyful and pra we 7 grateful for the follow? ing article, avd bebe ihat it mag 
turn the miras of readers in таку places towards the possivsiity of repeating this gi no. excperinens elsewhere, 


gpass is a picture іп the last chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, which would 

seem to be singularly appropriate to the situation which we arc facing 
in the modern world. The scene is a mountain top, and on that mountain 
top there stands a white-clad Figure with empty Hands surveying a group of 
failures. In the moment of His supreme trial they had all forsaken Him and fled ; 
and yet this is what He cries across the world as He beholds them : “ All Power 
is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Со... and teach.’ 

Surely these are words of special encouragement to us just now, because we 
are living in a disillusioned world, a world of failures. The Victorian age 
was pre- -eminently an age of hope, and men believed that, through the discoveries 
of science, the golden age was about to dawn. And then came the War, and we 
found that instead of creating life, those very discoveries were capable of pro- 
ducing a destruction and death hitherto undreamed of. All this has brought 
about a faithlessness and a despair about inventions and inventors, employers 
and employed, and the Gospel is intended to be good news for the despairing 
and for the failures, because the risen Lord can make saints of failures. 

During the Wat a man lay dying in “Мо Man's Land " and a chaplain was 


"$a o A 
afe cni? prise, 


crawling c out on hands and knees to bring him in. As he 45 neat, wounded 
man called out, “ Padre, I don’t belong to your Church,” and the chaplain 
shouted back across the din, “ No, but vou do belong to my God: Now this 15 


the truth about every living creature in God's universe, and how do we know? 
Because God so loved them all that Не came out of Heaven and b sought them, 
and the Crucifix is the price which their Creator thought worth paying for their 
redemption. The truth is surely this too : that two thousand years ago, а tiny 
Babe was born, and from that moment all human life, all human activity is 
blessed because He has touched it with His Presence and because Не is a Saviour 
as well as a friend and is come out of Heaven апа has never gone back. Every 
tiny flower, cvery factory, ус5, and evcry filthy slum, speaks of Him bec: ause ' * the 
Light shineth in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it.’ Look 
in the eyes of the children in the streets, look at the faces of the mothers and the 
men, young and old, and open your eyes and you will sce “ One blessed thing 
after another.” That is the Gospel, and what an opportunity for а disillusioned 
world ! 

Do let us make it clear once and for all that we e are not worshippers 
ofa God who is sitting up in Heaven w rwatching—us. We 
worship a God Who is come out of Heaven to bless one thing and one person 
after another. And He has not gone back, because “ on the same night in which 
He was betrayed ” the Lord Christ took bread and gave us Himself for all eternity. 
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But He did More than give us His Presence when He consecrated bread. He 
intended, surely, to touch and to consecrate with that Presence all human aétivity, 
ot which bread is the result. Put quite briefly, the slums exist because men 
have failed to consecrate bread. We have recently become very clever at making 
bread, and our machines are rapidly reaching a state of perfection which is truly 
amazing, but much of that is still dirty bread, and the slums ate the proof and 
should be our constant reminder and our cternal shame. 

The housing scheme in Somers Town is an attempt on the part of the Church 
of Christ to follow His example and to consecrate bread and all bread-winning. 
We do not for a moment suppose that the scheme solves the housing problem 
of London, although it will at least remove one dark patch which has long been 
an insult to Our Lord. It is an example of the way in which Christianity, with 
its great ideal of the consecration of bread, can be applied to the daily lives of 
the children of God and to the building of their homes, which was surcly one 
of the reasons why God Himself became homeless on the first Christmas Day. 


We are often asked how the housing scheme began. It came about because 
the Magdalen College Missioners became convinced that the main source of 
evil in Somers Town was bad housing and overcrowding. It seemed clear 
thet it was comparatively useless to take people away to camp, to send them for 
holidays or even to send them to hospital, when they would have to go back 
to their cellar basements and one-room tenements. These could always be 
calculated to undo the good that had been done, almost immediately. Ad- 
mirable as many of the activities of the Clubs, the Nursery School and Welfare 
Centres were, they tended to be in the nature of palliatives,and did not get to 
the root of the matter, though it was realised that the magnificent work which 
had been done for generations by the Church in Somers Town would be an 
enormous faétor in dealing with the tenants. We had already gained their 
friendship and knew that their co-operation was assured. 


Another Ға ог in the decision to start a Housing Scheme was the amazing 
popularity of the Mission Bathroom, which had to be cleared of its occupants 
after, for instance, a gym class. We realised that the old accusation levelled 
against the poor—that they disliked washing—was a Ze, but that the dirt and 
grime of the place was largely created by lack of facilities for washing. The 
truth is, of course, that there are a few persons in all strata of society who dislike 
washing. They are to be found among the poor, but they can also be found 
elsewhere ! 

The Society was formed in 1925, with, for the time, its headquarters at the 
Magdalen College Mission, with a capital of £250 and small prospect of obtaining 
more moncy and with hardly any likelihood of obtaining a site, which is always 
the main ditliculty in distriéts of London such as this, where the site values are 
enormous and where speculating landlords have often to be dealt with. 

In the face of these almost superhuman difficulties, it was decided to make, 
as our main immediate obje&ive, the development of a Society known as the 
Guild of the Holy Family, which has as its only rule the undertaking of each 
member of the Guild to pray for the work in Somers Town every day. Great 
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efforts were made to increase the Guild’s membership, and almost immediately 
money began to come in at the rate of £200 a month. That is how we get the 
money! Behind the whole scheme there is this wonderful band of praying 
believers, pledged to lift us up before the Throne of God every single day, and 
it is this great wave of prayer and intercession that is sweeping through the 
Streets of Somers Town, cleansing them by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the 
Name of the Son of God Who died that His children might “ have life and һауе 
it more abundantly.” 

All building is paid for out of the money subscribed in ordinary shares of {1 
each and in Loan Stock. The dividend on the shares has been 3 per cent. for 
the last three years, and we are in a position to pay 4 per cent. this year, but in 
view of the enormous scheme ahead of us, we shall probably continue it at 3 per 
cent. for another year at least. Loan Stock interest is fixed at 2! per cent. It 
can, of course, Still be said that such a dividend is not Strictly speaking a “ business 
proposition,” but we reply that it would be such if the problem was tackled on 
a national scale, because of the enormous saving which would result in hospitals, 
prisons, unemployment and the like. Donations are of the utmost value for 
welfare work among the tenants and for salaries for the minimum staff that is 
absolutely necessary, as well as for printing and propaganda of all kinds. 


Sites were found in two Streets, and experiments were made in reconditioning 
old houses and converting them into flats. The society bad only about £1,000 
when this little scheme was contemplated, but the whole £7,000 was raised in the 
next six months. Twenty-two families, the original tenants, were rchoused ; 
rclief to overcrowded families was made possible, and several families formerly 
living five in one room were able to have proper accommodation. 

The astonishing response to our appeals and the appalling need made it seem 
imperative to extend our work, and a favourable site, with a number of very old 
houses and a piece of vacant land, was found in the Drummond Crescent area. 
The price was £10,000, and the owners tried to sell it over our heads and we 
were only able to buy it by taking three blocks with 68 houses, at a total cost 
of £23,000. The Society was able to pay the 10 per cent. deposit on the purchase, 
but had to ask for six months to raise the whole of the rest of the moncy, or lose 
the deposit and forfeit the site. А great a of faith had to be made, and we 
decided to rely once more in the prayers of the Guild and the Power of Сос 
to see us through. The Missioners sct forth on a preaching campaign and the 
whole sum was subscribed within six months. 

Rebuilding commenced at once and various parts of the area have been finished 
and at present about бо families have been rehoused, and a further бо will be 
accommodated when the scheme is finished. Rents remain at the same average 
as the tenants were paying for their miserable hovels—4s. 6d. a room 2 week 
including rates, with bathroom and scullery thrown in. 

A block of forty of these new flats was blessed by the Bishop of Willesder 
and opened on Wednesday, October 16, last year, and visited by H.R.H. th 
Prince of Wales just before Christmas. One of the tenants’ remarks on cominj 

into her new home was: “ It is just like living with God in heaven, being here.’ 
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Another one had not been able to sleep i in bed for four years, as there was no togm 
for one in the room she shared with her family, so she had been sleeping on the 
Stairs outside, and almost wept for joy at finding that she could have a bed at last. 


At the beginning of the о Crescent scheme and in view of the 
amazing growth of the work and the consequent Strain on the Mission staff. 
it was ПЕ that the time had come when the St. Pancras House Improvement 
Society would have to be separated from the Magdalen College Mission in ом: 
ganisation, and it was decided to hand over the Mission to Fr. Maryon Wilsor 
(at present Missioner and Vicar of St. Mary's Church, Somers Town). 


In June, 1927, the Society was offered and was able to pum the freehold 
of the worst slum атса in Somers Town—the Sidney Strect arca, 24 acres of filthy 
hovels, desperately overcrowded and ER in which exist 1,200 people 
The clearance and rebuil ding of this scheme will cost about £130,000, and is the 
Society’s next objective ; at the present time it has to spend moncy on propping 
up these places. On January 23, the day of the annual general meeting of thi 
Society, the first brick from this arca was dynamited by the Chairman of th: 
London County Council, and clearance is now in progress, and as fast as fund 
will allow the miniature garden city will be built. 


It is an amazing thing that after nearly two thousand years of Christianit! 
there are still to be found persons—and some of them Christian persons 
honestly believe that people can be made “good” by force! They stil 
believe that God is a kind of super- policeman, armed with a might 
stick to keep the peace, and try to help Him to keep it by x ing about them 
kindly often, but very vigorously. The mighty paradox of Calvary is often оп! 
dimly realised, and the owner of the Powerless Hands nailed to t i Tree, bu 
vaguely apprehended. In this effort to show what can be done to build up broke: 
homes and broken lives the Society is trying to follow the method so plainh 
shown in the Gospel, in which God deals with His fallen children. Не neve 
sends an army of angelic policemen armed with hot thunderbolts to keep ths 
peace. What He does 15 to come among us—a much harder and much mor 


** grimy ” thing — i 
grimy " thing to do —and thus He lifts us up. “ Cus oM EE 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


@ Weare shortly to have a house at DERBY. 
It is, in fact, actually being purchased, but 
considerable alterations will be necessary 
before it can be opened. The plan has been 
made possible by the great generosity of a 
friend of Toc H who is giving £5,000, of 
which £3,000 is to provide a salary for a part- 
time padre, and of Mr. W. G. Richardson, 
of Derby, and his family, who are giving £1,250 
towards the scheme. Тһе family includes 
Jack, who helped to steer Tubby round South 


America. 
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Ø Boss Fonp, who left England last O@obe 
(see January JOURNAL), is now on tour i 
India, where a Grope up-country on th: 
Jharia Coalfields has sprung up in his trail 
as the result of a smal! though Есеп recruitin; 
supper. 

2 From January 1, 1930, К. С. Corre 
міти has joined Barkis at Headquarter 
for one year as Assistant Editorial Secretary. 
2 The London Houses Committee recom 
mend that the new house at St. John's Redorr 
South Hackney, be known as Marx ШІ. 
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"TO B D " 
UILD BRAVELY PLATE XI 


Above: The bad old days: Drummond Crescent as it used to be. 
Below : Drummond Crescent changes: St. Mary's Flats, 1928. 
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PLATE XH SOUTH ATRICA 


THE EASTERN PROVINCE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL AT NING WILLIAMS Town, 1929 
Above : Toc Н (Bert Oldfield and Ronnie Grant in centre of front row.) Below : L.W.H. 


E of Sa 
ack JU аг future include SAwBONES’ 
coming visit to the Northern Ireland in mid 
March, and GILBERT WILLIAMs? May tour in 
Scotland, where many promising Gropes will 
welcome this opportunity of strengthening 
their roots. 
2 In view of the splendid response to the 
WORLD CHAIN or LiGnr, first held in May, 
1929, it is hoped this year, probably on the 
occasion of the proposed Regional Festivals 
in December, to repeat on an even greater 
scale this getting together of Toc H, The World. 
J The London Sports Club Committee have 
received a very gencrous anonymous donation 
of £500 towards the £1,500 required for 
improvement and extension of the Pavilion and 
Ground. 


A Secretaries’ Lift : Additions and Alterations : 

(a) New Branches.—Congratulations to the 
following Branches, recently promoted :— 
RawxsBorrow (Bolton District), CHELSFIELD 
(Bromley District), Ixoro (Natal, S.A.), and 
Sao Расго (Brazil). 

(0) New Groups: CHEADLE AND GATLEY, 
C. W. Dyson, 33, Warren Avenuc; CHEET- 
нам, J. R. Colquhoun, 23, Rothsay Road, 
Crumpsal ; Denitam, D. Duffin, The Lodge, 
“The Elms"' ENDON: J. Illesley, “ Lane 
Ends"; Kxypersury, E. Н. Гис, 80, Craig- 
side, Biddulph; Мвхосатв, J. C. E. Hawke, 
212, Bravington Road, Maida Vale, W.7; 
SOUTHBOROUGH, A. Wratten, т, The Parade ; 
WARRINGTON, А. D. Fairclough, “ Westwyn,” 
Latchford;  Wibwrs, J. ХУ. Forster, 15, 
Coroners Lane. Overseas—iaflralia : KELMS- 
corr (W.A.), E. Fancote, P.O. South Africa: 
WYNBERG, В. W. Thatcher, “ Pinchurst,” 
Constantia. 

(г) New Diftritls : Gtascow DISTRICT, 
R. Fawcett, 19, Marlborough Road, Cathcart, 
Glasgow;  Mrp-Sussex DISTRICT, E. L. J. 
Terry, 14, Neville Crescent, Lewes; Nor- 
TINGHAM DISTRICT, W. Н. Hibbs, Normanton 
Chambers, 59a, Carrington Street, Nottingham. 

(d) Change of Secretary: ALTRINCHAM, A. Н. 
Dunkerley, “ Meadowlands," Mere, Cheshire ; 
ARMAGH, C. Capps, то, Abbey Street; BEL- 
LINGHAM, W. J. Gammon, 94, Swallands Road, 


5.Е.6; BERWICK-ON-TWEED, Coy. Sgt.-Mjr. 
J. Wilson, K.O.S.B., The Barracks ; Brixton, 
F. C. Creears, Paris Court, 41, Christchurch 
Road, Streatham Hill, 5.3.2 ; CARLISLE, W. L. 
Harris, “ Aldersyde," Currock Road; Car- 
RINGTON, J. F. Murden, 30, Ebers Grove, 
Mapperley Park, Nottingham; CouLspon, 
G. J. Lunnon, 47, Edward Road; Esron, 
W. P. Whittaker, 18, York Terrace; HART- 
руку, C. J. Н. Lucy, Murrells End, Maisemore, 
S.O., Glos; Heanor, Е. C. Price, 38, Wilmot 
Street; Hertrorp, Н. Mills, 22, Wellington 
Street; Mark II, Н. A. Broad, 54, St. George's 
Road, S.W.1; Моктнхсн, R. Roberts, 39, 
Castle Hill; Oswestry, К. №. Peate, “ Shelf 
Bank"; SHOREHAM, W. Ducker, 36, Rosslyn 
Road; SourHaLL, Н. S. King, 44, Northcote 
Avenue ; SOUTHAMPTON Town, E. Richardson, 
7, Portland Terrace; Ѕоотн EASTERN AREA, 
E. С. Frecston, 148 York Road, SET; 
STRATFORD, L. Н. Manning, 7o, Forest Lane, 
E.15 ; SYDENHAM, C. Freeman, 35, Bensham 
Manor Road, Thornton Heath ; WORCESTER, 
J. Е. Barnett, Newbury, Broadheath. Over- 
seas—Canada: MAIDSTONE (Sask.), J. M. 
johnson; Prince ALBERT (Sask.), A. Holmes, 
209, 12th Strect East ; REGINA (Sask.), С. Н. 
Goddard, 1417, Cameron Street ; SASKATOON 
(Sask.), E. Fleming, 916, 9th Avenue North ; 
Winnerec, C. E. Rogers, Mark I (С.) 178, 
Colony Street. East Africa : Маткові (Kenya), 
E. E. Twitchin, c/o Standard Bank. South 
Africa : CLAREMONT, R. O. Lousada, Box 477; 
Farse Bav, E. D. Tudhope, Milwood Cottage, 
Kalk Вау; Horrenrors HOLLAND, С. Boon, 
Somerset West; MAITLAND, Е. Traviss, 
Sussex Road; New Hanover, R. B. Comens, 
Elands Spruit; Sra Pomr, М. Varrie, 
P. О. Box 35, Cape Town. U.S.A. : 
MANHATTAN, E. Н. Livingstone, Room 756, 
25, Broadway. 

(е) Change of Secretary’s Address and Correc- 
tions © COLNE Secretary’s address is Faulkland 
(not Portland) Street ; КІкквү STEPHEN Secre- 
tary to 204, The Crescent; LOWESTOFT 
Secretary’s address is 282 (ло/ 283), London 
Road. Overseas—Rhodesia : Umraut Secretary 
to Box 98, Umtali. U.S.A.: MANHATTAN 
(Secretary’s address as above) is the only unit 
in New York. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


Owing to great pressure on space, Branches and Groups are requefled in future not to contributi 
news unless of very outstanding general interest. 


London Federation 


In the Ғғ, Difrid, MARK Гв pro-, 
gramme for March includes talks by Lt.-Col. 
G. R. Crosfield of the British Legion on 
March 5, followed by “H. W. W." on 
“ Eighteenth Century Landmarks in London.” 
FULHAM celebrated their second аппі- 
versary with a dinner at which Padre Stephen- 
son, first Branch padre, was guest, and on 
another occasion the Governor of Wormwood 
Scrubs outlined the history of prisons. Еп- 
deavouring to keep abreast of modern affairs, 
CHISWICK were fortunate in hearing the 
Clerk to the Westminster Guardians discourse 
about the problems of the Poor Law, and 
invited ACTON over for the cvening. 
EALING adopted a novel idea for a “ Youth " 
debate, when members on arrival found a 
boxing-ring prepared, complete with towels, 
pails and sawdust. However, no blood was 
spilt and the “referee’s’’ task was not a 
difficult one. 

The first of three Guest-nights for the new 
Distri@s, into which the Northern Рі is 
now divided, was held on February 12, 
when Rex Calkin gave a talk of great value. 
The youngest Group of the District, POTTERS 


South of 


GODALMING gave a Christmas party to 
5o poor children, provided stewards for a big 
Surrey County Hospital Whist Drive, and 
are helping at the Y.M.C.A. Boys’ Club. 
One week-end in January, Pat Leonard was 
chief guest and speaker at their Third Birthday 
Party. Now installed in a basement under 
а draper's shop, REIGATE апа REDHILL 
are getting busy with various jobs, including 
work for the East Surrey blind and collecting 
clothes for the children of Poplar. LEATHER- 
HEAD invite all young people to their 
Sunday evening sing-songs. Lads from 
distressed areas have been looked after by 
them, and a cycle was procured for thc local 


IIO 


BAR, with the co-opcration of the locz 
Women’s Institute Dramatic Socicty, recent} 
produced “Daddy Long Legs" for S 
Dunstan's. They also entertained their Boy: 
Club members and boys from Rossydal 
House Home, Barnet, to а tea with game 
afterwards, all of which were heartily enjoyec 


Gropes at HIGHBURY and HORNSE 
аге progressing. Many representative 
of neighbouring units were present 4 


ISLINGTON’S happy Birthday Party а 
February 8, at which the new London Are 
Padre, David Wallace, talked on “ Fellos 
ship." A local Training Course (on Wappir 
lines) has been arranged for March, O 
March 12 and 13 the Drama League ver 
successfully produced The Pelican in aid c 
the Northern District Endowment Fuc 
Effort, at the Northern Polytechnic. 

HARROW (NORTH) have spent som 
interesting evenings with papers on tk 
Points of the Compass and the Toc H praye 
discussion on which has bccn most helpfe 
Peter Dawson is among artistes who has 
promised to assist at a Building Fund Concei 
in April. 


England 


Distri& nursing association. А show 1: 
Walton Convalescent Institution and Caro! 
singing for St. Dunstan’s were among WEY 
BRIDGE'S Christmas activitics. А ne 
job is the visiting of Pyrford Home fe 
Crippled Children, and the Branch are : 
present organising a fete for the Hospits 
Bill Dormer gave hints on “ Explaining ап 
Starting Toc Н” on January 9, and Ра: 
Money talked on February 13. 

The chief event of the month for TUN 
BRIDGE WELLS was an Installation Servic 
on January zo, when the Lamp was place 
in the Vale Royal Wesleyan Church ac 
addresses were given by Rev. Dr. J. F 


Kitson апа Henry Brinton of the League 
of Nations Union. Recent speakers have 
treated the Second Point of the Compass 
and Scouting, while a concert party to en- 
tertain local institutions has lately been formed. 
ROCHESTER visited Gillingham for their 
birthday on January 10, the visit being re- 
turned a fortnight later when the Group held 
one of its quarterly services at St. Mary’s, 
Chatham. Fortnightly meetings and a study 
circle are held at Cossey’s Restaurant, Military 
Road, Chatham, when members speak on 
various aspects of Тос Н. 

Gilbert Williams was chicf guest at the very 
successful Annual Dinner of the WEST 
KENT Branch, which now numbers over 
100 members. А dance and whist drives in 
December provided funds for EAST FAR- 
LEIGH’S and |OFFHANM'S  respe&ive 
Children's Treats and Old Folk's Party in 
January. SHIPBOURNE, the newest Wing, 
has a scheme for a Village Boys’ Club. 

Over тоо members and probationers from 
BEXHILL, HASTINGS, BATTLE, BUR- 
WASH, RYE and FLINWELL voted the 
first East Sussex Distri Guest-night on 
January 22 a great success. Padre Meade 
took Light, and Gilbert Williams, now new 
Arca Padre, gave a talk not soon to be for- 
gotten, Bexhill have collected magazines 
for the Workhouse, and Гао by Carol-singing 
to give 350 children their Annual Treat. 


On February 11, CANTERBURY had 
a most interesting evening hearing about 
Toc H in India and its problems from Rev. 
C. G. Stapley. The Branch is looking for- 
ward to its first big Distri& Guest-night on 
March 18, when it is hoped that Lord Goschen 
will be present. On February 15, at CRAN- 
BROOK'S Dedication Service, which was 
an abridged form of “ The Upper Room,” 
read by Group officers, Gilbert Williams 
spoke on “Simplicity and the Ideals of 
Toc Н” Fred Butler, the first Chairman 
and Pilot, who was called to Higher Service 
on the last day of January, will be sadly 
missed by the whole Group. 

А most impressive dedication of the 
newly granted Lamp, adapted from the Abbey 
Thanksgiving Service of December, was 
performed at PARKSTONE by Padre T. C. 
Brochner, whose address was centred on the 
theme of keeping ideals by remembrance. 
Representatives of WIMBORNE, BOURNE- 
MOUTH, SPETTISBURY - CUM-CHARL - 
TON MARSHALL, WEYMOUTH апа 
SWANAGE were present. A sum of 
£80 has been raised by the Branch for St. 
Dunstan's. 

А Grope, which has C. M. Godfrey, 
* Wootton," Park Crescent, Garfield Road, 
as secretary, is now in existence at PAIGN- 
'TON, and would welcome any other members 
from that part of Devon. 


Eastern Area 


A Punch and Judy Show and a hunt for 
threepenny pieces kept 150 young visitors 
in high spirits at OXFORD’S Annual Chil- 
dren’s Party. The next day, a “ quiet dis- 
cussion” was held on the Four Points, and on 
February 8 members fron CAMBRIDGE, 
READING, WALLINGFORD, ABING- 
DON and CHARLBURY heard the two 
Branch Pilots and Tubby speak on Toc H 
at a Rededication Service in Exeter College 
Hall. Guests were billeted with members 
and visited the town on Sunday. A first 
discussion on the Four Points and a deeply 
interesting talk on the Industrial Revolution 
have occupied two of WATFORD’S Guest- 


nights. HITCHIN Rushlight was trans- 
ferred from the Parish Church to the Baptist 
Chapel on January 14, its installation being 
marked by a talk on “Тһе Law and the 
Poor" from David Kennedy, of Mark I. 
Seventy old people from the local alms- 
houses enjoyed tea anda concert on January 18, 
while the increased growth of the Boys’ Club 
renders the hope for larger premises more 
urgent. Following the Rededication of the 
Lamp, GREAT YARMOUTH held a well- 
attended Public Guest-night. They visit 
the local blind, deaf and dumb, and Infirmary 
inmates, in whose aid they have run teas, 
whist drives and concerts. Ап experiment 


III 


was recently made by ST. ALBANS in 
inviting the local deaf and dumb to a Jantern 
le&ure by W. A. Parr, F.R.A.S., on “ Some 
Features of the Solar System," which was 


East M idland 5 


The chief event of the Spring is Pat Leo- 
nard’s April tour. He will be at NOTTING- 
HAM, COALVILLE, LEICESTER, LOUTH, 
DERBY and NORTHAMPTON Бізге 
Guest-nights in that order оп successive 
evenings from April 7 to 12. 

IBSTOCK have recently collected £21 for 
St. Dunstan's Blind. А talk on “Тос Н 
through а Probationer's Eyes," another on 
the water supply of Nottingham, and one by 
Skipper of Coalville, filled NOTTINGHAM’S 
January Guest-nights. After March 25, 
LOUGHBOROUGH will inhabit their new 
Headquarters in Warners Lane, Church Gate, 
where they will welcome all visitors. ROW- 
DITCH took stock of their history and them- 
selves on January 26 at a special mecting, 
and decided to apply for Branch Status. 
Crudge recently talked to them on the subject 
of “Toc H, Christmas and Epiphany,” 
comparing the guest of Toc Н with that of 
the three Wise Men. A Staircase has been 
built up to their room, the door of which 
will be opened with a huge “ Golden Key " 
by the President, Uncle John. Having 
raised £7 for St. Dunstan's, BARDON HILL 
are arranging а whist drive and dance 
for the Leicestershire Blind Institution. 
Poultice of Coalville supplied ANSTEY 
with all the known faéts concerning “ Tuber- 
culosis " lately, followed the next week by 
the cartoonist of the Mercury. Оп the last 
Guest-night of January, members and pro- 
bationers discussed the corre& interpretation 
of Family Night, with much benefit to all. 
Thirty MARKET HARBOROUGH members 
presented refreshments and two sketches 
at the Workhouse on January 8. On 


translated for them. LOWESTOFT haye 
had a very successful jumble sale оп behalf 
of the local deaf and dumb, and have fatted 
blind-visiting. 


and Lines. Area 


January 26, C. Osborne gave а splendic 
address at an afternoon mecting at whick 
150 people were present. Two Children’: 
Parties were arranged over Christmas bt 
KETTERING, whose Rushlight was firé 
lit on January 5, onc for 350 destitute kiddie 
and the other for the Open Air School 
Each Saturday evening men аб Brigstac! 
Labour Camp are entertained by a Grou; 
concert, and plans arc under way to se 
the District Nursing Association on a sount 
financial basis, partly by the presentation o 
“The Unknown Warrior" at the Centre 
Hall on March 2. А strong Boys’ Club i 
now in progress in the Stable of COAL 
VILLE, whose recent Guest-nights have dea! 
with “ The Providence of God in History, 
“The Cheeriness of Toc IJ," and imprompt: 
speech-making. 180 kiddics visited an Annuz 
New Year Party at BELGRAVE, wher 
they had a sing-song and presents from twi 
Christmas trees. Ап excellent dance wa 
held at the Oriental Hall, from which шап: 
new contacts are hoped. The Group hav 
heard talks on Cubs, Flving in the Wat 


and 'Tax-colle&ting. HINCKLEY recentl 
held their annual dance. 


On January 23, HORNCASTLE receive 
its Rushlight, nine members were initiate: 
in the presence of representatives from th 
fathering Branches of LOUTH and SPILSBY 
and the Meeting Room was opened by Padr 
Siderfin. Опе room is being opened o! 
Saturdays as a waiting-room for wome! 
with children attending the fair. SLEA 
FORD, who also heard Arca Padre Sider fu 
on January 29 on “ Thinking Fairly,” hav 
recently started a Boys’ Club. 


W est M id lands Area 


The Warwickshire Distrit Committee is 
now definitely established, and its District 
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Guest-night at RUGBY, at which С. Darke 
Birmingham pilot, spoke, was a mo$t suc 


Тиина 


cessful affair, Gropes at WARWICK апа 
NUNEATON de ics Strongly, and the 
whole village recently turncd out to attend 
LADBROKE'S firs Birthday party, which 
was preceded by a service in the Parish 
Church. Members from all parts of the 
county assembled at LEAMINGTON to 
listen to an inspiring talk by Hugh Watkins. 
Twelve of BIRMINGHAM Тос H Rovers 
opened the camping season by spending the 
weck-end of February 15 and 16 together in 
a Sports Pavilion on Mould Bros.’ Football 
Field at Shirley, where they passed a very 
cheerful evening and chilly night with songs 
and discussion. MARK VI have been 
fortunate in having talks from Lord Sandon 
оп “The House of Commons," and Мі. 
Crompton Rhodes (dramatic critic of 
the Birmingham Post) on “The Drama of 


To-day.” There was also a very happy 
B.Y.O.G. Guest-night with Gilbert Williams 
on the eve of the wedding of Bob Canning, 
the late Warden. Three Sunday Evening 
Clubs were opened, one for members of 
the congregation of St. Anne's, Duddleston, 
and another at Dean Street Mission Hall: 
the third, owing to unsatisfa€tory accommo- 
dation had unfortunately to be closed. 

'The Area Rally held at WOLVERHAMP- 
TON on Saturday, January 18, was one of 
the best of its kind organised, and Tubby, 
though far from well, gave of his best, creating 
that atmosphere which is a real expression 
of Toc H. At the afternoon service at St. 
Peter’s Church, Padre Money preached, his 
sermon being followed by a high tea for 220 
Toc H and L.W.H. members, which preceded 
the crowded Guest-night. 


Northern and Yorkshire Areas 


STOCKTON AND THORNABY Group 
held a real Social Evening and Family Party in 
their new Headquarters on February 6, when 
40 guests passed a most happy evening with 
whist, games, and dancing. <A stronger mem- 
bership roll may be the hoped-for result. 

SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD commenced the 
new year by fecding 750 poor children at 
atea. Mr. С. Brown, M.P., Mr. А. Н. Limb, 


the Secretary of the Mansfield Hospital, and 
Mr. J. H. White, the Ex-Mayor and former 
Town Clerk, have visited the Branch at their 
weekly mectings, and the Birthday on February 
5, too, was a great success, being attended by 
250 people, including Maggs of Nottingham 
as Chief Guest. Large premises are needed 
for the very satisfactory Boys’ Club. A 
Grope has been started at KIRKBY. 


W ales 


On February 17 MOUNTAIN ASH held 
a Festival Guest-night, to celebrate the 
acquisition of a new home. Like many 
another unit they have for months suffered 
by not having rooms of their own, but now, 
owing to the gencrosity of the Dowager 
Lady Aberdare, really good premises have 
been secured. The Hon. John Bruce attended 
the house-warming and altogether а very 
pleasant evening was spent. EBBW VALE 
celebrate St. David's Day bya Guest-night. 

The chief event of the month has been 
the visit of Barkis to Swansea, on February 19, 
when Swansea and Morriston Groups held 


a joint Birthday Festival. The proceedings 
Started with a Service in St. Mary’s Church, 
at which the Vicar gave the Address; there 
was then a Public Meeting with the Mayor 
of Swansea in the Chair, and afterwards the 
guests adjourned to the Baltic Lounge where 
again the Mayor, Councillor Lovell, was 
present and made a thrilling speech. Barkis 
was at the top of his form and his visit was 
much enjoyed. 

The proposal for a Тос H Fete in the early 
summer, in which all units in Wales may take 
part, has roused much enthusiasm. Negotia- 
tions for a ground are already under way. 
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Scotland 


POLLOK have been fortunate enough to 
secure rooms vacated by the local Liberal 
Association as their Headquarters, and on 
February 12 held their first meeting there. A 
“Training Week ” has been arranged to raise 
funds for the necessary decoration and fur- 
nishing. Ataprevious Guest-night Padre Mills 


told the Group of the starting of Toc H in 
Rio de Janeiro and its problems in South 
America, and Robert Sawers, the recently 
appointed secretary for Scotland, outlined 
the origins and story of Toc H to the 
many visitors who were prescnt as guests 
of the Group. 


Ireland 


From the Annual Report of the BELFAST 
Branch, we note that where a year ago was a 
single Branch, there is now a further Group at 
KNOCK and three Gropes at QUEEN’S, 
CRANMORE in the South, and NORTH 
BELFAST. Very satisfactory progress is 
reported on all counts. The work of the new 
Gropes includes the provision of concerts and 
man-power for the Blind Homes and the 
Sailors’ Rest by DUNCAIRN: CRANMORE 
has classes in First Aid, Drawing and Cooking 
at the Malone Training School and Borstal, 
and is forming a Scout troop at the Balmoral 
Industrial School. BELFAST Branch Guest- 
night subje&s have included “Cruelty to 
Children ” and “ The School Medical Service.” 
'Toc H Rover Scouts rallied on February 7, and 
it was suggested that new Groups should get 


News from Overseas 


SOUTH AFRICA 


MARITZBURG CITY continued to hold 
weekly meetings throughout 1929, at the close 
of which there were 32 initiated members. 
Regular jobs have included visiting Greys 
Hospital, several disabled soldiers, and the Old 
Men’s Home, while repairs have been done at 
the Peter Davis Infants’ Home and the Hospi- 
tal, and two outings organised for Orphanage 
Children, Toc H’s biggest job in the City, 
that of instituting a Boys’ Hostel, has been 
completed and the necessary {£1,000 raised. 

The Birthday Festival for the JOHANNES- 
BURG district was celebrated on December 
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іп touch with them, Arrangements are іп 
hand for Sawbones’ visit from March 11 to 21. 
The DUBLIN Grope held their first Guest- 
night on February 14 when Mr. Bohane of the 
Royal Dublin Socicty spoke. Various jobs 
have been tackled, among them a Christmas 
distribution to the Hospitals of car-loads of 
holly, colle&cd, by kind permission of Lord 
Powerscourt, from his grounds at Enniskerry. 
The Grope also acted as attendants to 500 
slum children at a Charity Pantomime Perform- 
ance at the Gaiety Theatre, collected clothes 
for the unemployed, and, at the invitation of 
the Society for Youth, sent two members to 
Ellidge, Co. Kildare, to give a talk оп “ The 
Aims of Тос HL" The Grope Secretary’s 
address is 66, Waterloo Road, and he will be 
glad to hear of support from the Free State. 


Branches and Groups 
AND RHODESIA 


19, at YEOVILLE with great success. After 
a meeting in St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 
Hall, a service was held in the church, which 
was performed by Padre Kinsey, who, in an 
inspiring address, urged Тос Н to build 
bravely in and for peace. The next day he 
gave a lantern le&urc entitled “ Fishers and 
Fighters of the North Sea,” the proceeds of 
which went to provide a holiday at sea for 
boys of the Norwood Lads’ Hostel. Local 
units have served during the year at various 
homes and hospitals, and, among other jobs, 
have organised weekly cinema shows and 


games for the native children of Sophia- 
town. 

St. Mary’s Cathedral, JOHANNESBURG, 
was the scene of the great gathering that 
solemnly and inspiringly celebrated the Dedi- 
cation of the Transvaal Provincial Lamp. 
When those of YEOVILLE, JOHANNES- 
BURG CENTRAL, and BELGRAVE had 
been dedicated, together with the Rushlight 
of FORDSBURG and the L.W.H. Lamp, 
Bishop Neville Talbot in his address urged 
his hearers not to let the words of the Cere- 
mony of Light become a mere formula, 
but to look for the light wherever it might 
be found. Тос H, he said, was to lift pcople 
from a life of trivialities. Ronnie Grant 
talked of the history of Toc H in the Union, 
and of its hopes and difficulties in the future. 

On January 20, Padre C. R. Brown of 
Blocmfontein, Assistant Honorary Organiser 
for South Africa, paid a visit to the Group 
at BARKLY WEST, the last prior to his 
departure for Europe in March. Тһе follow- 
ing Sunday, the Provincial Lamp for Orange 
Frec State and Griqualand West was handed 
on, with due ceremony, for safe keeping, 
to St. Mary's Church, the oldest in the 
province. Gaika came down on January 29. 
KIMBERLEY, WINDSORTON and 
KOFFIEFONTEIN arc joining with the 
Group to organise a Distritt Guest-night 
on April зо. KIMBERLEY’S Birthday 
Festival opened with a service in St. John’s 
Church with the Dean as preacher, and closed 
with a jolly supper at which many good 


speeches were made, Gaika magnificently 
proposing the toast of Tubby. The Group 
has for some time been unfortunately evacu- 
ated from its old home, and while looking 
out for new quarters me»ts in the Hall of the 
Presbyterian Church. Оп January zo, there 
was a great evening with Ronnie Grant and 
Gaika, the one fresh from his labours іп 
the South and the other from his in the 
North. Before the Guest-night, the two 
took part in the initiation of a man who had 
been lying in the hospital for nearly twelve 
years, 

Ata Тос Н picnic on January 22 at Bishops 
Court, 150 people from CAPE TOWN and 
around spent an enjoyable evening in the 
shadow of the mountain, sang in the light of 
a camp fire, and heard Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
M.L.A., tell the story of the Four Points of the 
Compass and of Toc H Fellowship. These 
meant something, he said, which might be of 
great benefit to the national life of South 
Africa, where there were so many difficulties 
and differences of racial outlook. The Mayor 
and Mayoress of Cape Town and Ronnie Grant 
were among his audience. 

UMTALI’S great task during the coming 
year is to raise the funds to fulfil the require- 
ments of the Government Grant of a Stand 
with Building Clause, under which a house 
worth £300 must be еге? ей within three years. 
The fund at present stands at 2180, and their 
ambition is to begin operations before the end 
of 193o on a home which should be a great 
future power-house of Toc Н in Rhodesia. 


CANADA 


Two speakers at TORONTO Headquarters 
have carried them back to England on each 
occasion, Norman Saunders, Distri€¢ Com- 
missioner of the Boy Scouts, telling of the 
Jamboree, and Handley Geary, V.C., of the 
Prince’s dinner. Area Night was in the hands 
of WEST Group and Padre Archbold gave a 
lantern lecture trip through British Columbia, 
which, the lantern failing, unfortunately left 
them groping in the dark somewhere in the 
North of Vancouver Island. On January 20, 
EAST Group’s new headquarters at 240, 


Glebeholme Boulevard, were opened and dedi- 
cated by Padre Walton and Ernest Stevenson, 
the new Warden. Representatives from Cen- 
tral House and the Groups were present and 
listened to Dr. Speakman on the problem of 
carrying out the ideals of Toc H, and to a brief 
history of the Group by Clem Leith since its 
inception during Padre Ellison’s visit in 1927. 
Padre Broughill closed the very impressive 
ceremony with prayers. Having made such 
a good start in 1930, the Group look forward 
to making the year one of big development. 


IIS 


eT 


INDIA AND CEYLON 


The Fourth Annual Report of the MADRAS 
Branch shows a year of progress and consoli- 
dation, during which 46 initiated members 
have held 24 successful bi-monthly meetings. 
The biggest job in Madras is still the running 
of Recreation Rooms for the Regiment at 
Fort St. George and St. Thomas Mount, which 
together have a membership of 165, and it 15 
found that more and more Tommies are 
coming along to mecting-nights and showing 
a keen interest. The Boys’ Club, Scouting, 
the Penitentiary, the Civil Orphan Asylum, and 
Old Clothes Colleétions are also permanent 
jobs which worthily occupy the energies of 
members. 


On December 14 COLOMBO entertained 
the, largest party of Little Brothers that has 
yet arrived, numbering 80, with the generous 
help of the Society of Yorkshiremen іп pro 
viding many cars and lots of food. A gam. 
of soccer was arranged with H.M.S. Effingha- 
for December 1o, but, owing to unforesee 
circumstances, this ended in a no less enjoyab} 
pick-up game. The fourth Birthday Festizz 
was held in December, when the Branc 
Padre, the Archdeacon, gave an address t 
the hundred members and friends prese: 
at a very fine service. A crowded Christm: 
programme from December 19 to 28 alte: 
nated jobs with social parties. 


IRAQ 


Ап amusing evening was spent by ВАСН- 
DAD-HINAIDI at the “ Savoy" on January 
29, when impromptu five-minute speeches 
were extracted from members and probationers 
on subje&s varying from “ Chess and Marbles?” 
to “ What Wood is the Board of Trade Made 
of?" On February 4, on the first Guest- night 
of importance, each member brought a visitor 


for the evening to the Y.M.C.A. to dir 
and hear the Secretary talk on Toc H i 
general and in Baghdad in particular. Othe 
dates in February are devoted to “ Scotland, 
a debate on the Channel Tunnel, and a Busine: 
Meeting. With the coming of finer weathe 
it is hoped to arrange frequent week-ends t 
places of interest in Iraq. 


THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE 


The membership of Toc H among the 
nationals of other European countries will, 
if it is to be convinced and sound, increase 
very slowly, and organised seétions of Toc Н 
on the Continent cannot be founded without 
hard work. But progress can already be 
reported. In BELGIUM the Groups at 
Brussels, Antwerp and Ypres consist at present 
of Englishmen, and, while they fulfil a most 
useful function for our countrymen domiciled 
abroad, they are not yet to be reckoned as the 
beginnings of a Belgian Toc H. 

In FRANCE the same is true of the pro- 
mising Paris Grope. A very valuable солға 
has, however, now been made at Headquarters 
in London with the leader of a remarkable 
French movement, and an exchange of articles 
in our respective journals and of small delega- 
tions to our respective festivals is being 
arranged. 
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In GERMANY the Berlin Grope is meetin 
regularly, increasing slowly but surely, an 
maintaining a fine enthusiasm. А promisir 
Grope іп Hamburg is now getting togethe 
with the help of two English members. Has 
Arnheim, returning via London from a busine 
journey in the West Indies to Berlin, spent 2 
afternoon at Н.О. recently A few peop 
were hastily summoned together and а usef 
short conference was held about the relatic 
of Toc Н to Germans. Hans reported one - 
those strange coincidences, which illustrate t 
world-wide unity of the Family. As he w 
going ashore at Kingston, Jamaica, tbe о 
tanker which was to fuel his ship lay alongsi 
and the captain of it passed him on the gan 
way. In passing, Hans caught sight of a bad 
in his buttonhole, accosted him, and found hi 
to be the only Toc H member in the We 
Indies—Burns, late of Liverpool ! 


